Borough of Delaware Water Gap
Council Minutes of February 4, 2013


The regular monthly meeting of the Borough Council of Delaware Water Gap was held in the Francis (Casey) Drake Borough Building on 49 Main Street, Delaware Water Gap, PA on Monday, February 4, 2013.  Mayor Walter Conway was present. 
Council members present: President Wayne MacWilliams, Vice President Bill Buzzard, 
George Munn, Phil Farber, Susan Wilson and Jack Shoemaker.  Council member
 Elvi DeLotto was excused.  Also present Solicitor Todd Weitzmann, 
Engineer David Jones of Boucher & James, Inc. and Secretary Hernandez.  
President W. MacWilliams opened the meeting at 7:30 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.
	
MOTION made by W. MacWilliams, seconded by G. Munn to skip to the Mayors report. Motion passed unanimously. 

Mayors Report
Mayor W. Conway thanked John May for his thirty seven years of service to the Delaware Water Gap Borough, starting as a Police Officer in June 1975 and becoming Police Chief in February 1995.  J. May was presented with a gold badge imprinted with the words DWG Borough Retired Police Chief with the PA State shield.  State Representative Rosemary Brown’s representative presented him with a PA State Proclamation read in session recognizing and thanking him for his years of service to the Borough. Pat Gaughan representing the DWG Chamber presented J. May a plaque acknowledging and thanking him for his years of service.  Mayor Conway introduced the new DWG Police Officer Robert Sutter. Meeting was recessed so that the past Chief and his guests could exchange well wishes along with coffee and cake.

President W. MacWilliams called the meeting to order.

Approval of Monthly Minutes
MOTION made by G. Munn, seconded by J. Shoemaker, to accept  the January 7, 2013 minutes as presented.  Motion passed unanimously.

Treasurer’s Report 
MOTION made by B. Buzzard, seconded by G. Munn to accept the Treasurer’s Report and pay the bills.  Motion passed unanimously. 




SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT
MOTION made by B. Buzzard, seconded by J. Shoemaker to authorize buying salt from Cargill using Liquid Fuels money.  Discussion proposed by E. DeLotto to build a salt shed on property across from Weichel property was tabled until R. Gallagher gets more information.

ENGINEER’S REPORT

Well #6 - Payment Application #1
MOTION made by B. Buzzard, seconded by G. Munn to authorize Payment #1 for the Well #6  treatment project in the amount of $41,503.50.  Motion passed unanimously. 

Floodplain Ordinance
The proposed Floodplain Ordinance has been reviewed by DWG Planning Commission along with Mayor Conway and Boucher and James, Inc. Engineer J. Tresslar.  It has been submitted to Monroe County Conservation District as directed.  

Potcher Land Development
Boucher & James, Inc. has completed the review on the resubmitted plans and a few changes are needed.  The plan should be ready for Spring and  will be presented to Council for review.

DRJTBC
The Delaware River Joint Toll Bridge Commissions project to expand its garage was reviewed.  They must include the full width of overlay for the road and address the liability of pedestrian traffic on their plans.  B. Buzzard asked Engineers D. Jones to please check on the impact of the project during the annual COTA Jazz Festival.

ZONING UPDATE
Zoning Officer Freshcorn reported he has an ongoing investigation with the Rivera
property.

SOLICITOR’S REPORT

Floodplain Ordinance / Multi-Use Ordinance
Solicitor T. Weitzmann will provide a draft of the Floodplain Ordinance for the March meeting for Councils review prior to the April public hearing. MOTION made by 
B. Buzzard seconded by J. Shoemaker to authorize the Floodplain public hearing for the April 1st meeting and the Multi-Use ordinance for the March 4th meeting.   Motion passed unanimously. 

Glenwood Appeal
Solicitor Weitzmann stated it was limited what he could say because of potential litigation.  The school district has not made a final decision on whether they will appeal or not.  T. Weitzmann informed Council that the appeal times starts when J. Gong records the deed transferring the property to the church.  There will be no change in the assessment until the deed is recorded.  Tom Hill of the Monroe County Assessment Office will notify the school district and Borough when that has been done.

Village Study
Council needs more time to review the Village Study report and comments from the public meeting.   Monroe County Planning Commission has asked for a letter from Council with their views on the finding.  Secretary Hernandez will mail Council copies of the study and comments so they may be commented on at the March 4th meeting.

 Update on the Appalachian Trail Community
Steering Committee member Chuck Cooper provided Council with information on the advantage of being designated an Appalachian Trail Community and what that would entail.  The committee will sponsor an annual event. Edge of the Woods Outfitters will host an annual guided walk on the trail since they have the insurance and personnel.  He also provided a draft letter of recommendation for Council’s approval and signature.  MOTION made by P. Farber, seconded by J. Shoemaker to have President W. MacWilliams review the letter and sign on behalf of the members.  Motion passed unanimously.

Municipal Authority
MOTION made by G. Munn, seconded by S. Wilson to authorize shutoff procedure requested by the Municipal Authority.  Motion passed unanimously.

Wellhouse #4
Engineer D. Jones informed Council that the Borough can submit a grant application while working on the current one for Well #7.  Well house #4 is in dire need of repairs.  He would research the cost.  B. Buzzard asked about Engineering time and was told it would be approximately 10 hours.  MOTION made by G. Munn, seconded by J. Shoemaker to authorize Boucher & James, Inc. to research cost involved to repair/replace Wellhouse #4 and the ten hours of engineering time.   Motion passed unanimously.

Delaware River Eco - Film & Earth Fest
Christine Griffin addressed Council on this year’s Delaware River Eco- Film & Earth Fest which will run for two days at the Dutot Museum. They are planning on closing the parking at the museum to use for vendors and would like to place a banner on the bridge again this year.  MOTION made by P. Farber, seconded by J. Shoemaker to authorize the banner on the bridge.  Motion passed unanimously.

Uporsky/Maple
John and Christine Uporsky asked Council for a decision for reimbursement of the $500.00 that they had to pay for work done on their driveway.  The damage was caused by water leaking from a  water line which does not serve their home. The Borough is still working on the site and surrounding area. W. MacWilliams stated that their request is not out of the question but no decision had been made yet

Roads
J. Shoemaker thanked B. Gallagher for keeping the roads clear.

Police Officers
B. Buzzard reported that he G. Munn and P. Farber looked over applications and selected two potential patrol officers.  Council will hire two more part-time officers to share twenty hour with Officer Sutter.  MOTION made by B. Buzzard seconded by G. Munn to forward the two applications to Mayor Conway with recommendations that they both be hired.  Motion passed unanimously. 

Liberty-Water Gap Trail in PA from Portland to DWG
Sue Cooper asked Council for the use of the building on March 12th at 10 a.m. for the 
Rails-to-Trails committee to meet to discuss the feasibility study for extending the Liberty Trail 
in Pennsylvania from Portland to Delaware Water Gap.  MOTION made by P. Farber seconded
by S. Wilson to authorize the building use on March 12th to the Rails-to-Trails committee.  Motion passed unanimously.







Police Coverage
Residents Joe Foreman of Kimberly Avenue and George Gallagher of Cherokee Trail addressed Council on police presence in the Borough and the possibility of a Neighborhood Watch.  Mayor
Conway will obtain information on the certified program.  State Police have been making an effort to patrol more often and the Borough now has Officer Sutter.

ADJOURNMENT
MOTION made by P. Farber, seconded by G. Munn to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Ileana Hernandez
Borough Secretary/Treasurer
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