

BOROUGH OF DELAWARE WATER GAP COUNCIL MEETING
MARCH 4, 2013

The regular monthly meeting of the Borough Council of Delaware Water Gap was held in the Francis (Casey) Drake Borough Building on 49 Main Street, Delaware Water Gap, PA on Monday, March 4, 2013.  Mayor Walter Conway was present. 
Council members present: President Wayne MacWilliams, Vice President Bill Buzzard, 
George Munn, Phil Farber, Elvi DeLotto and Jack Shoemaker.  Council members
 Susan Wilson was excused.  Also present Solicitor Todd Weitzmann, 
Engineer David Jones of Boucher & James, Inc., Superintendent B. Gallagher, 
Zoning Officer Freshcorn and Secretary Hernandez.  President W. MacWilliams
 opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Treasurer’s Report 
MOTION made by B. Buzzard, seconded by J. Shoemaker to accept Treasurer’s report and pay the bills.   Motion passed unanimously. 
		
Approval of Minutes
MOTION made by G. Munn B. Buzzard, seconded by B. Buzzard to accept the minutes of  the February 4, 2013 Council meeting as presented. Motion passed unanimously.

Public Hearing / Ordinance 305 Relating to Mixed Use Development
Solicitor Weitzmann opened the Public Hearing on proposed zoning ordinance amendment relating to mixed use development which is limited to the VC1 area.
 He stated the hearing was advertised in the Pocono Record and posted in the Borough Hall.  He opened it to comments from the floor.  Resident Chuck Cooper asked if this amendment was for new construction only or for change of use.  It would be for both.  

MOTION made by J. Shoemaker, seconded by E. DeLotto to adopt Ordinance 305 as presented.  Motion passed unanimously.

Superintendent’s Report
Superintendent Gallagher reported that he and Secretary Hernandez had met with FEMA and had turned in all the required paper except Resolution #2013-01 for Hurricane Sandy reimbursement.  He had presented Resolution #2013-01 to Council for adoption and signatures.  MOTION made by B. Buzzard, seconded by J. Shoemaker to 
adopt Resolution #2013-01.  Motion passed unanimously.






Delaware Water Gap Emergency Operation Plan
B. Gallagher reported he was updating the Emergency Operation Plan which has to be submitted to Monroe County Emergency Management.  He asked if Council would approve the plan based on Council Presidents MacWilliams review and authorize the President to sign on Council’s behalf.  MOTION made by B. Buzzard, seconded by 
J. Shoemaker to accept the EOP as revised by Emergency Management Coordinator Gallagher.  Motion passed unanimously.

Deputy Emergency Management Coordinator
EMC Gallagher introduced and recommended James Watton for Deputy Emergency Management Coordinator.  He requested a letter from Mayor Conway be sent to Monroe County Emergency Management Director Guy Miller so he can be assigned
by the County. 

ENGINEER’S REPORT
Boucher & James Engineer David Jones introduced Melissa Berger from the Stroudsburg Office who will be mentoring with him.

Broad Street Sidewalk/Ramp Repair
Permit Extension application has been provided for signature and processing.

Fairways Drainage Improvements (Sheppard’s Landing)
Unchanged status - This matter is pending with Solicitor and Council.  There is no escrow money in place and ownership is in question.  

Treatment System for Wells 6 and 7
The contractor is continuing to work on the project.  There was a mud problem created at the site and they were required to bring stones to correct it. Superintendent Gallagher stated that they had not done anything to correct this situation.  Engineer Jones will follow up with this matter.

Inter-Municipal River Trails Project - DRJTBC Grant
Closeout is still in progress.

Floodplain Ordinance
Floodplain Ordinance has been approved by Monroe County Conservation District and the Department of Community and Economic Development.  Public Hearing for adoption is to be held at the April 1, 2013 meeting.

Potcher RT 611 Project
Engineer Jones spoke with Mr. Potcher today who informed him there was just a delay but they would be submitting revisions to plans.

Delaware River Joint Toll Bridge Commission Garage Facility
DRJTBC’s engineer submitted a response to Boucher & James review on the original plan submission.  Engineer Jones requested staff to issue permit once confirmation is received from Solicitor Weitzman and B & J plan is ready to be released.  MOTION made by B. Buzzard seconded by J. Shoemaker to authorize the Engineer to instruct the Secretary as to the issuance of the Highway Occupancy Permit, contingent on Solicitor’s Weitzman approval of the Bond, of the DRJTBC plan.  Motion passed unanimously.

Water Tank Painting Project
Tank will be inspected in September 2013 to determine if works remain satisfactory.

Well #4 Wellhouse Building Renovations
A cost estimate was submitted for Councils review.  The estimated cost of the Wellhouse is $333,746.00 of which $50,000 is for an emergency generator.  This estimate will be used for the grant application to be prepared and submitted to DCED.  Council stated that the land has to be defined for the exact distances.  G. Munn asked if it would be a masonry building and was answered yes.     MOTION made by G. Munn, seconded by E. DeLotto to allow the Engineer to find funding for the project.  The project will not move forward without the proper funding.  Motion passed unanimously.

Zoning Update 
Zoning Office L. Freshcorn presented for Council’s consideration a sample ordinance for Tobacco-free Park and Playground that had been forwarded to him by Penn State Extension.  At this time the Borough does not have a park.

Village Study
E. DeLotto stated that affirmation is needed from Council on the Village Study.  They need to discuss the findings and authorize a letter to be sent to Monroe County Planning Commission stating Councils view.  This has been tabled for two meetings.  She stated that what is needed is approval to move forward.  She read a letter from Monroe County stating the total cost of the grant is $25,000 and $18,750 is reimbursed to the Borough after 
approval and adoption of the Study.  The County is providing the money and if the study is blown off the Borough is responsible for all the money.  B. Buzzard stated he was hearing 


obligation for the Borough to spend money without knowing what it was spending it on. He asked for the statistics on the group makeup who attended the first meeting.  
E. DeLotto stated they were residents and business owners who bothered to attend
because they were interested in the Borough.  E. DeLotto went through each group question and read the three highest responses. Discussion ensued.  MOTION made by
 J. Shoemaker seconded by B. Buzzard to move forward on the Village Study.  Motion passed unanimously. 

Appalachian Trail Community
Council was informed the application has been submitted for the Appalachian Trail Community designation.

Liberty Trail
Council was reminded of the Portland to DWG Liberty Trail meeting on March 12th at 
10 a.m. in the Borough Hall.

Municipal Authority
MOTION made by J. Shoemaker seconded by B. Buzzard to authorize shutoff procedure 
requested by the Municipal Authority.  Motion passed unanimously.

Working Woodlands Program 
Council reviewed the information about the Natural Conservancy Working Woodlands Program assists and helps municipalities manage forests.   Since the Borough owns forest land 
Engineer Jones thought it might be worthwhile for Council to hear a presentation on what they have to offer.   There is no charge for their services.  Secretary Hernandez will contact the Conservancy for a presentation at next month’s meeting.

REPORTS 
E. DeLotto stated there was no feedback from the park committee and reported on the cost
 for the park ground cover.  She feels that at this time there is no need for her committee.  
There is a new playground by the Cherry Creek Loop Trail that is accessible for our residents
 to use.  

J. Shoemaker addressed the possibility of creating a walking trail on Mountain and 
Minsi Road.  Since the area is already dug out for laying out the well pipe, stones or
 millings could be rolled out to make a define area.  Superintendent Gallagher will work on obtaining the millings and “No Parking” signs.   MOTION made by J. Shoemaker, 
seconded by E. DeLotto to proceed with creating the trail by placing and rolling the millings
in place.  Motion passed unanimously.


Cherry Valley Bridge
George Munn stated that Penn DOT has made Cherry Valley Bridge one lane wide.  Superintendent Gallagher reported that the road had given out.  G. Munn said it was
important for this to be corrected since it is the only way in and out during a flood.
Superintendent Gallagher will follow up with PennDOT.

Mountain Road shoulder work
The shoulders on Mountain Road have been damaged by the heavy equipment.  The
Contractor will have to replace the shoulders.

Mayors Report
Mayor Conway reported there was one officer on duty and the 2nd officer’s paper work
has been submitted to Harrisburg. MOTION made by B. Buzzard, seconded by 
G. Munn to hire Jeffery Williams effective to March 1, 2013 at $12.25 per hour.  Motion 
passed unanimously.

Mayor stated he was working on having Tracker-Vascar classes for the two new Officers.  
He understood the Search Committee has advertised for a third officer.  Mayor Conway
stated that we had two excellent candidates and did not feel we needed a third.  The morale
would be better with two. B. Buzzard stated that they would carry through the interviews 
process.  W. MacWilliams stated that we should keep it at two Officers and have a potential backup.

Mayor Conway thanked the Swiftwater State Police for helping with capturing the individual
 who was breaking into the cars and patrolling the Borough.  He spoke with them about the
Neighborhood Watch and asked for monthly statistic on any crime in the Borough.

Mayor Conway asked that residents let him or Borough Secretary know they were a victims 
of a crime.  Officer Sutter will be checking the answering machine and will respond
to your call.  He asked that residents communicate any problems they are having and if they 
see a problem call 911.  Mayor Conway provided residents with his office, home and cell number so they could contact him with any concerns.  Officer Sutter gave the police department number and email address of police@dwgpa.gov

CORRESPONDENCE
Copies of these correspondences were provided to Council: PA DEP sent a notice of 
violation to E. Rivera for heating oil contamination from his property on Oak Street; 
Office of the Sheriff on the change in Municipal fees collection procedure

Uporsky / Maple
John and Christine Uporsky asked Council for a decision for reimbursement of the 
$500.00 that they had to pay for work done on their driveway.  MOTION made by 
E. DeLotto, seconded by J. Shoemaker to reimburse the Uporsky the five hundred dollars 
for work on their driveway.  Motion passed unanimously.

Backhoe
B.  Buzzard report that tires will be purchased for the backhoe.

Generator
B. Buzzard asked for the “Generator” to be a line item on the next agenda.  He asked for
written communication on what is being offered to the Borough from the Corps of Engineers
 and Monroe County Emergency Management.

Fire Proof Cabinet / Scanner
B. Buzzard stated that a fire proof cabinet was being purchased for permanent retention items. 
He would like to look into a scanner so some of these items can be scanned and stored.  

MOTION made by G. Munn seconded by B. Buzzard to authorize the purchase of the used 
fire proof 4 drawer cabinet at the cost of one hundred dollars.  Motion passed unanimously.

Adjournment
MOTION made by P. Farber seconded by E. DeLotto to go into executive session.  Motion 
passed unanimously.

MOTION made by B. Buzzard seconded by G. Munn to adjourn the meeting.  Motion
 passed unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted

Ileana Hernandez
Borough Secretary
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