

Delaware Water Gap Borough
Council Minutes Regular Meeting
July 7, 2014


[bookmark: OLE_LINK9][bookmark: OLE_LINK10]The regular monthly meeting of the Borough Council of Delaware Water Gap was held in the Francis (Casey) Drake Borough Building on 49 Main Street, Delaware Water Gap, PA on Monday, July 7, 2014. Council members present: President Wayne MacWilliams, Vice President Bill Buzzard, George Munn, Elvi DeLotto, Susan Wilson, Jack Shoemaker and Eileen Noelle White.  Mayor Robert Gallagher was present.  
Solicitor Todd Weitzmann, Engineer Melissa Prugar of Boucher & James, Inc., Zoning Officer Larry Freshcorn, Fire Chief Brad Miller, Assistant Chief Jack Smith, Fire Company Attorney Jim Fareri and Jason Faryniak of Fire Med Soliction and Borough Secretary Ileana Hernandez were present. President W. MacWilliams opened the meeting at approximately 7:30 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Treasurer’s Report 
MOTION made by B. Buzzard seconded by S. Wilson to accept the Treasurer’s report, pay the bills and accept the draft report submitted by Auditor Julian Kirk.  Motion passed unanimously.

Approval of Monthly Minutes
MOTION made by S. Wilson seconded by J. Shoemaker to accept the minutes of the June 2nd Regular Meeting and June 12th Special Meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Delaware Water Gap Fire Company Grant
DWG Fire Company Treasurer Jim Fareri introduced Jason Faryniak of Fire Med Solution.  Mr. Faryniak assisted the DWGFC obtain a $123,500 grant for a new brush truck.  Mr. Faryniak explained the application process to obtain an LSA grant for a new emergency center which will include the fire company, police department and emergency service.  This would require possible options: obtaining property from Vertellus to expand the bay area or raze the old building and build a new one on site or obtain property from Morrisey (Rt 611) to build a new building.  Borough Council must be the applicant and pass a resolution sponsoring the fire company.  There is a $2,000 fee that if application is not successful it will apply to the following years application.  The project has to be shovel ready and a concept of the proposed  building.  Borough was asked to endorse this project so the fire company could go to Vertellus to discuss obtaining the needed property.  It was noted that the Borough endorsement would be for the grant amount and that there would be no coming back to the Borough for additional money.  J. Fareri stated they would go with the grant money and the donation from Mrs. Norma Snow will be used as a base.  Residents Susan Cooper and Robert Fleischman encouraged Council to support the DWG Fire Company in this endeavor.  MOTION made by E. DeLotto seconded by S. Wilson to support the grant application for the DWG Fire Company.  Motion passed unanimously.  The fire company representatives were asked to come back to the next meeting and update Council.  J. Fareri will update Council on his conversation with Vertellus.  J. Shoemaker thanked J. Fareri for all his service to the fire company.  J. Fareri is not a resident of DWG but gives his time to our fire company.

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT
B. Gallagher reported he was still working in the basement.

ENGINEER’S REPORT
Wells 6 and 7
Check has been sent to AdEdge and once payment is received repairs will be scheduled. 

Well #4 Renovations
Engineer Prugar reported that the boundary and topographic survey of the site has been completed.  A letter will be sent to Maple Avenue resident James Hilgert informing him that the Borough is working on renovating Wellhouse #4 and is giving him thirty days to remove his items from the Borough’s property.

Boucher and James, Inc. is working with Joe Liberti to resolve proposed contract amounts.  This will be discussed at the Thursday night Water Committee meeting that will meet at 6:00 p.m. instead of 7:00 p.m.  

The Public Water Supply Permit Application needs to be signed and notarized and an application fee of $750.00 is required.  Treasurer was authorized to write the check.

In response to Council’s question on how many grants are being sought Enginer Prugar reported that a PADOT Arle grant had been applied for in the amount of $600,000 with no match; Growing Greener and Water Shed grant in the amount of $20,000 each  with a 16% match.

Watershed Restoration and Protection Program Grant/Growing Greener Grant/ Resolution 2014-02/Lake Lenape
Engineer Prugar is preparing the grant applications for maintenance work to enhance Lake Lenape.  Resolution 2014-02 is provided for review and adoption.  An application fee in the amount of $100 is required for the application to DCED for the Growing Greener Grant.  MOTION made by E. DeLotto seconded by J. Shoemaker to adopt Resolution 2014-02 authorizing the grant application for the Watershed Restoration and Protection Program.  Motion passed unanimously. MOTION made by E. DeLotto seconded by E. Noelle White to move forward on the Growing Greener Grant.  Motion passed unanimously. 


ZONING UPDATE 
Zoning Officer Larry Freshcorn reported that proposed projects are at standstill and waiting on the applicants.




PEMA/Generators
Council reviewed the email from PEMA informing that “due to the drawdown of US military forces in Afghanistan and Iraq, the federal surplus system has seen an increase in available military and commercial generators that municipalities can obtain.” 

MOTION made by J. Shoemaker, seconded by E. DeLotto to get information to see what is available.  If they meet the require specifications, to authorize obtaining a generator for Well #4, a portable one for Well #6 & 7, one for the Borough Hall, and one for the DWG Fire Company.  Motion passed unanimously.

Drivots/Borough Building
Borough Superintendent Gallagher reported that the company that is to repair the drivots cancelled for this week due to the rain.  It will be rescheduled.

Elizabeth Anderson/PA SPCA
Humane Society Police Officer Elizabeth Anderson thanked Council, Chief Williams and the DWG Fire Company for allowing the SPCA the opportunity to provide services to our residents pets on Founders Day.  It was a great turnout and they hope to do it again.  Bonita Hoff from Whatagap Village thanked E. Anderson for providing this service.  Residents of Whatagap Village were very grateful to be able to vaccinate their pets at a discount price and enjoy the informative speakers.  E. Anderson gave a brief background on what services the SPCA covers.  Council, Chief Williams and the DWG Fire Company thanked E. Anderson.

Charles Bickart regarding his property
Resident Charles Bickart addressed Council regarding the zoning permit issued to Richard Matos for a fence.  C. Bickart expressed concerns that the privacy provided by vegetation was destroyed when R. Matos cut the overhanging limbs to place the fence.  
R. Matos stated that he will be putting privacy screening on the fence.  Concerns were expressed by the Bickart’s if the fence being placed on the berm was allowed by ordinance and if tractor trailers being parked on the property constitute a change of use.  Council needs to get all the facts.  The properties are in the VC1 zone which calls for a buffer between residential and commercial use.  Solicitor Weitzmann and Zoning Officer Freshcorn will review the application, zoning ordinance and the Bickart’s concerns. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Economic Development Committee
E. Noelle White asked if there was any way the Borough can get promoted on the Adam Billboard.  E. Noelle White will be provided with a copy of the lease agreement with Adam Sign.  W. MacWilliams beliefs that based on discussion,  at the time of leasing Adam was willing to discuss this matter.

Secretary Hernandez was directed to contact D. Ketterer regarding the agreement for the EDC Sign on her property. D. Ketterer was to have her signature notarized and return the agreement to the Borough.

Thank you 
Resident Tim Snow was thanked for mowing and trimming Schull Park for Founder’s Day.  Tim responded that he still had work to finish there.

Tree Removal/ Festival Site
Elvi DeLotto stated that she had three bids to remove the dead tree at the festival site. Singer $390 dropped and left and $590 to remove; Zach $400 to drop and $600 for complete removal; Struck $625 to drop and $810 to remove.   B. Buzzard stated that COTA always made a donation for the use of the town and now the Borough has not received anything. He did not feel it was right that the Borough had to remove the tree. S. Wilson stated it is our property and it would have to be done anyway.   B. Buzzard stated that COTA contributes to other people in the County.  W. Mac Williams responded that that was a separate issue.  E. DeLotto stated that we would let the wood be taken.  Zach will be asked if it could be cut into twelve to twenty four inch pieces.  MOTION made by J. Shoemaker seconded by E. DeLotto to contract with Zack at $400 dollars and get this liability removed.  Motion passed unanimously.

Water Committee
E. DeLotto reported Well #4 is back in service as of July 3rd.  The Municipal Authority is looking for readings when the treatment in Well 6 & 7 backwashes.  It seems it is hard to get a reading since when it backwashes it flushes right away.  They will be talking to Boucher and James.

Beautification Committee
E. DeLotto reported that the barrels were planted along with the hosta in the driveway.  Bob is done with the drain but needs to put a curbing on the driveway. E. DeLotto stated that the committee had walked the Memorial Park and noticed the water is washing over the top of the curbing, so the proposed swale is not going to work in keeping the water from the monument area.

Fire Company/Road
J. Shoemaker thanked Council and citizens for their support of the DWG Fire Company.  They are trying to build up.  He thanked those who came to the breakfast, S. Cooper for donating the food, those who baked for the baked sale.  They had over forty eight people attending and made five hundred dollars.  

J. Shoemaker reported that Marki was called again and they are working to obtain three bids for road work. 

J. Shoemaker stated that a thank you letter for the donation of their services has been sent to ARM for the remediation of Borough Hall.  A new door leading to the basement was installed by Randy Snow.  Founders Day and the Appalachian Trail Community Dedication were a huge success and made us proud.

Shepard Court
G. Munn asked where we are with Shepard Court.  Solicitor Weitzmann spoke to Attorney Wolf about the deed.  Solicitor Weitzmann will get the deed completed and have Attorney Wolf get his client to sign it and then come back with a resolution.

Water / Garbage
B. Buzzard asked Solicitor Weitzmann about combining the water and garage as one Borough utility.   We have no teeth when it comes to collecting garbage fees.  Solicitor Weitzmann will review the ordinance, check what other municipalities are doing, and look into recalling the Certificate of Occupancy if garbage is not paid among other things.  Residents asked about being billed for the water used instead of a flat fee and what can be done with residents staying in the house after water is turned off.

CORRESPONDENCE
Council acknowledged the thank you from Pennsylvania State Association of Boroughs.
They were part of Founder’s Day by recognizing the Borough’s 125th Anniversary and
the Appalachian Trail Community dedication.

ADDRESS CONCERNS & QUESTIONS OF CITIZENS
Open Space Chair Sue Cooper informed Council that officials from Portland Borough were
 asking what is Delaware Water Gap doing.  As they want to do it.  They are impressed with 
the directional sign on Broad Street ain and events we’ve been holding.  She thanked the EDC
 for what’s been done.
 
ADJOURNMENT
MOTION made by J. Shoemaker seconded by E. DeLotto to adjourn the meeting at 10:15 p.m.   Motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,


Ileana Hernandez
Borough Secretary / Treasurer
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