Borough of Delaware Water Gap
		Regular Meeting Minutes
May 5, 2014



[bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK4]The regular monthly meeting of the Borough Council of Delaware Water Gap was held in the Francis (Casey) Drake Borough Building on 49 Main Street, Delaware Water Gap, PA on Monday, May 5, 2014.  Council members present: President Wayne MacWilliams, 
Vice President Bill Buzzard, George Munn, Elvi DeLotto, Susan Wilson, Jack Shoemaker and Eileen Noelle White.  Mayor Robert Gallagher was excused.  Solicitor Todd Weitzmann, Engineer Melissa Prugar and Mike Gable of Boucher & James, Inc., Fire Chief Brad Miller, Zoning Officer Larry Freshcorn and Borough Secretary Ileana Hernandez were present. President W. MacWilliams opened the meeting at approximately 7:30 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Treasurer’s Report
B. Buzzard addressed three items on the Treasurer’s Report. (1) Service Tire Center bill for repair to the back loader could be paid but with contacting the insurance company to see if it is covered. (2) ICS&ES bills for Well 6 & 7.  Why should the Borough continue to spend money on something that should be working?  J. Shoemaker asked that this bill be put on hold to be discussed in Executive Session.  (3) Portland Contract bills in the amount of $3200.00 needed more detail.  MOTION made by B. Buzzard seconded by E. DeLotto to accept the Treasurer’s report and to pay the bills with the exception of ICS&ES and Portland Contractor until further details are provided.  MOTION passed unanimously.

Minutes			MOTION made by J. Shoemaker seconded by S. Wilson to accept the April 7, 2014 minutes.  Motion passed unanimously. 

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT
Superintendent Gallagher was excused.

ENGINEER’S REPORT
Well 6 &7
Engineer Prugar reported that a timeline report was prepared describing the Well 6 & 7 project from Notice to Proceed until April 22, 2014.

Well #4 Grant
Boucher & James, Inc. had provided a timeline, cost estimate and design concept to 
Craig LaBarre for his review and C. LaBarre stated it looked good.  Boucher & James, Inc. provided a cost estimate to DCED in response to the grant award.

DRBC Audit
Boucher & James, Inc. provided the water audit to the DRBC on April 23, 2014.  A review letter has been prepared for Council.

Assistance to Zoning Officer
1st Up Associates Storage Building - waiting for land development submission.
UGI - permit has been issued and construction anticipated beginning on May 12, 2014
Laird - proposed closing was April 29th but running into problem with EPA clearing the building Rt 611 project within the Borough - more information is needed and will require sewage and water permits.

SOLICITORS REPORT
Solicitor Weitzmann requested to address Well 6 & 7 project in Executive Session.

Ordinance 309 - An Ordinance to Administer & Enforce the Building Code Provisions of the Pennsylvania Construction Code Act
Solicitor Weitzmann stated that Ordinance 309 was advertised and properly posted.  It allows the change from Labor and Industry to a local third party to serve as the Borough Code Official when it comes to building permits.  The six month waiting period will be waived by Labor & Industry after adoption.
MOTION made by J. Shoemaker seconded by E. DeLotto to adopt Ordinance 309.  Motion passed unanimously.

ZONING UPDATE 
Discussed under Engineer’s Report

FIRE DEPARTMENT
Chief Brad Miller advised Council that their Go Fund Me fund raiser has been rejected by residents since they are paying a fire tax.  He felt that Council should address homeowners about the new tax since many stated they are paying over $100.00 per year.  B. Buzzard stated that many residents were paying over $100.00 per year.  R. Matos who was in attendance stated he pays up to $700 per year.  Chief Miller again stated that their fund raiser is being rejected because of the tax and many of the businesses will not speak with him.  J. Shoemaker stated that unfortunately that’s the way it is with charitable organizations and that what needs to be done is to focus on those who have given and make sure to thank them.  J. Shoemaker reported people have responded positively to the fire company especially Norma Snow who donated $10,000 in honor of Rick Snow.  He read the letter sent to Mrs. Snow in appreciation for her donation.  He again stressed not to come down on those who can’t give but to ask perhaps them to consider volunteering to help.  Chief Miller stated that in October Mike DeLotto will start renovations in the kitchen to prepare it to function for fund raising dinners.  Resident S. Cooper stated that the fire tax was necessary since the company was not getting enough support but it is also merely a stop gap measure.  J. Shoemaker stated that the tax is approximately $10,000.00 which will go directly to the truck payment.  Assistant Chief J. Smith stated that the new truck is ten years old and it is difficult trying to keep up with the NFPA requirements.  In response to B. Buzzards question on how they are doing with volunteers, Assistant Chief Smith stated he would like to see more but every fire company is experiencing the same shortage.  People are working two jobs and most of the DWG Fire Company volunteers are from outside of the Borough.

Municipal Authority
MOTION made by S. Wilson seconded by E. Noelle White to approve the Municipal Authority is request for permission to terminate water for non-payment.  Motion passed unanimously.

COTA Jazz Festival
MOTION made by G. Munn, seconded by S. Wilson to approve COTA’s request to use the  property on September 5th, 6th and 7th for 2014 COTA Festival.  Motion passed unanimously.

2013 DRBC Consumption Audit
Engineer Mike Gable provided Council with a summary of his report to the Delaware River Basin Commission on the Boroughs 2013 water consumption.  He also outlined different steps to take to help upgrade our score.  The Borough scored 42 out of 100 in 2012 and 48 out of 100 in 2013.

Monroe County Comprehensive Plan Update 
Council noted that the Monroe County Comprehensive Plan Update was forwarded for review and any comments needed to be received within 45 days.  

Sheriff’s Sale
Notice of Sheriff’s Sale was received on both Rivera properties for August 28, 2014.  Secretary was directed to verify if it’s being sold as separate properties since they are both on one lot.
Monroe County Youth Field Day
Council acknowledged the letter from Monroe County Youth Field Day on September 6, 2014 requesting donation.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Beautification Committee
Council thanked the Beautification Committee for such a fabulous job.  The committee volunteed 
time painting the walls and floors, framing the closet,  digitizing, matting and framing the 
postcards, and it all looks beautiful. There was a round of applause.  E. DeLotto reported that there 
were two fund raisers which raised $1290.00.  The flowers for the window boxes will be donated by Vogel’s and Strauser will be helping with landscaping.  Future plans are to remove the urinal from 
the bathroom and install a utility sink.

Roads
J. Shoemaker reported that B. Gallagher will be reconstructing three drain boxes.  Paint has been
 ordered for the roads and curb; waiting for price from B. Marki for road work; and the toll bridge 
has been contacted for cleaning/sweeping roads.

Recycling
S. Wilson reported that the Borough received the 2012 Act 101 Recycling Program Performance 
Grant in the amount of $244.00.  She will be working together with I. Hernandez on a grant to 
obtain recycling containers.

B. Buzzard asked about the painting of the control building on Mountain Road.  J. Shoemaker 
responded that it is on B. Gallagher’s list of things to do.

Richard Dowling resident on Dogwood Drive addressed Council about a problem that occurred 
while he was away from his home this winter.  There was a problem that caused sewage to back up 
to his basement.  He will be bringing the matter to the Municipal Authority meeting.

Harry Darlington of Cherry Valley Road asked Council to replace the flag outside the building 
since it is tattered.  Council asked that B. Gallagher take it down and for I. Hernandez to contact 
one of the representatives for a flag replacement.


Police Report
Chief Jeffery Williams read his report.  Chief Williams is still working on the Pet Clinic with the 
DWG Fire Company the medicines lock box, and the Adult Flu/Shingle vaccinations.

Open Space Committee/L-WGTPAX/Appalachian Trail Dedication
Susan Cooper reported that they are still working on the May 31st event.  They are working on 
obtaining a special permit from PennDOT for the bike ride starting in Portland going through 
Slateford and ending at Delaware Water Gap Borough.  She presented an outline of the events 
and stated she was able to obtain a Boy Scout troop to help with the color guard ceremony.  

ADJOURNMENT
MOTION made by J. Shoemaker seconded by B. Buzzard to go into Executive Session.  Motion passed 
unanimously.

MOTION made by S. Wilson seconded by B. Buzzard to close the Executive Session and commence the 
Regular Meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

MOTION made by B. Buzzard seconded by S. Wilson to have Well #4 property surveyed.  Motion passed
unanimously.

MOTION made by S. Wilson seconded by G. Munn to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted

Ileana Hernandez
Borough Secretary/Treasurer
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