Delaware Water Gap Borough Council
Minutes Regular Meeting
November 3, 2014


[bookmark: OLE_LINK9][bookmark: OLE_LINK10]The regular monthly meeting of the Borough Council of Delaware Water Gap was held in the
 Francis (Casey) Drake Borough Building on 49 Main Street, Delaware Water Gap, PA on Monday, 
November 3, 2014. Council members President Wayne MacWilliams, Vice President Bill Buzzard, 
George Munn, Elvi DeLotto, Susan Wilson, Jack Shoemaker and Eileen Noelle White were present.  
Mayor Robert Gallagher was present.  Solicitor Todd Weitzmann, Engineers Melissa Prugar,
 Fire Chief Brad Miller, DWGFC Secretary Tammy Corneilus and Borough Secretary Ileana Hernandez were present. President W. MacWilliams opened the meeting at approximately 7:30 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Treasurer’s Report 
MOTION made by B. Buzzard seconded by G. Munn to accept the Treasurer’s report and pay the bills. Motion passed unanimously.

Approval of Monthly Minutes
MOTION made by S. Wilson seconded by J. Shoemaker to accept the minutes of the October 6, 2014 Regular Meeting as presented.   Motion passed unanimously.   

Mayor Gallagher asked to go directly to the fire company discussion.

DWG FIRE COMPANY
 Present were Gary Hoffman Director and Jeff Strunk Assistant Director from Monroe County Communication Center; Dave Timko President/Assistant Chief and Donald Fuller Fire Chief from Station 36; Supervisor 
Steve Carey from Smithfield Township; Brad Miller Fire Chief and John Siptroth from Delaware Water Fire Company. Council explained their concern regarding the problem Chief Miller brought to their attention that the difference in radio frequency between Shawnee and Delaware Water Gap creates a lack of communication during a fire call.

MCCC Director Gary Hoffman stated that there is no problem and that all they have to do is turn a switch whenever they respond to each others call.  The communication areas are zoned to different towers but they can operate on the same channel.  It’s just a matter of coordinating with the radio switch during the call.  Fire Chief can send a letter asking for dual coverage.  He stated that everyone has man power problems.

B. Buzzard asked Chief Miller if what he had referred to at the last meetings was a technical problem or not.  Chief Miller responded it was not a technical problem but frequency problem.

D. Timko explained Shawnee has five to six or more firefighters during the week days.  Council wants to get better coverage.  The majority of companies share 6 am to 6 pm coverage but it can be made into twenty four hours/ seven days.  D. Timko stated that if Council wants Shawnee to respond 24hours/7days to DWG he would like to present the request to his Board first and then let Chief Miller work it out.  He wants it to be known that Shawnee is not looking to take over DWGFC.  



Council thanked everyone that came and asked that W. MacWilliams be contacted once an agreement is met.
B. Buzzard asked Chief Miller for a copy of the proposed 2015 fire company budget for the next meeting.  He informed Chief Miller that it is a requirement for the Borough to be provided with this.

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT
B. Gallagher reported that Verizon plugged all the water lines on Shepard Avenue to resolve the water flowing down hill and icing up on Shepard and Main.  The problem now is the exhaust fan Verizon installed in their maintenance building is making such a loud noise that residents are complaining.  
B. Buzzard asked that a letter be sent regarding the problems with Verizon internet service in DWG.  
The internet was down for over a week and a half.  MOTION made by B. Buzzard seconded by 
J. Shoemaker to send a letter regarding poor service we receive.  Motion passed unanimously.

B. Gallagher reported that three of the caution traffic light bulbs were out on Sunday.  They will not be able to come out to fix the lights until tomorrow, Tuesday. 

B. Gallagher reported that Lisa Paulette has expressed interest in servicing as Deputy Emergency Management Coordinator and with her experience and background he would like her to be appointed since he could use the help.  MOTION made by E. DeLotto seconded by J. Shoemaker to appoint Lisa Paulette as Deputy Emergency Management Coordinator and notify the Monroe County Emergency Management.
Motion passed unanimously.

B. Gallagher pointed out the wooden holiday ornaments lining the Borough Hall walls.  He explained that these were to be part of the winter display by the Castle Inn.  Tammy Cornelius read a list of items/supplies needed for the project.  They will be setting up on December 6th and the Santa Train, tree lighting and caroling is scheduled for December 13th.  B. Gallagher requested authorization to close in around the gazebo at Schull Park to use it for storage of the display items.  MOTION made by B. Buzzard, seconded by J. Shoemaker to close in the area for storage.  Motion passed unanimously.

MAYOR’S REPORT
Mayor Gallagher gave an update on the Police Department activities.

ZONING UPDATE 
Zoning Officer requested Council to review/create commercial fees (attached DWG, Smithfield, Middle Smithfield and Stroud fees).  Council will review the zoning fees at the next meeting.

Utility Ordinance - Adopt Ordinance #310 and #311 
Solicitor Weitzman explained the two ordinances had been advertised in the Pocono Record.  The Secretary had posted the notification on the Borough Hall door and post office that the ordinances are available for review.  The water and garbage ordinances now clearly define the bills mailing date, due date, and penalty dates and the wording will be inserted in the bills.  In the garbage ordinance the definition for “rubbish” has been amended.  MOTION made by J. Shoemaker and E. DeLotto to adopt Ordinance #310 amending the provisions of Section 6 (billing), subsection C of the Delaware Water Gap’s Water Connection Ordinance #302.  Motion passed unanimously.   MOTION made by J. Shoemaker seconded by S. Wilson to adopt Ordinance #311 amending the provisions of Section 5 (rate schedule) of the Borough of Delaware Water Gap’s Solid Waste Ordinance #290 and the definition of “Rubbish” in Section 2 of Ordinance #267.  Motion passed unanimously.

Watershed Restoration & Protection Program Grant
Mayor Gallagher explained the contract for the Lake Lenape Grant has to be signed.  MOTION made by 
B. Buzzard seconded by S. Wilson to accept the grant in the amount of $15,000 and add $5,000.00 to the 2015 budget for Borough’s contribution and sign the contract.  Motion passed unanimously.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Economic Development Committee
E. Noelle White reported the new Building Inspector Lee Bautista came to the last EDC to explain what permits if any were needed for change of use/construction pertaining to commercial businesses.

Water Committee
E. DeLotto reported that the 2014 leak survey has been completed.  There was a small leak on Dogwood and at the Deerhead which have been fixed.  Water usage is at 110,000 gallons per day.  Well #4 will be turned on briefly so that Engineer Mike Gable can obtain some water samples.

Beautification Committee
E. DeLotto reported that Strauser’s Nature will remove the grass in the Spring and planting will start.  Bulbs were planted by the driveway along with the Hostas.  The beaver at Lake Lenape has found a new home.  Orders are being taken for banners to be displayed on the lamp posts.  The banners are $175 for sponsors.

Road / Maintenance Committee
J. Shoemaker stated that Kimberly Road looks good after being paved.  He reported B. Gallagher installed the grate on top of Kimberly Road to stop the erosion and is picking up the leaves.  He thanked 
B. Gallagher for job well done.  The truck is 15 years old and we need to start looking for a replacement.

Finance
B. Buzzard distributed the preliminary 2015 budget.  Solicitor Weitzmann will advertise the budget meeting for Wednesday, November 12th at 6 p.m.  He stated that the fire company is obligated to provide the Borough
 a copy of their budget.   J. Shoemaker will speak with J. Fareri, DWGFC treasurer.  The pickup truck needs repairs in the line of $5,000.  
 
ENGINEER’S REPORT
Well #4 Renovations
Melissa Prugar reported that PA Department of Environmental Protection has provided them with a verbal technical review.  Boucher & James, Inc. will continue to work with Joe Liberti and Craig LaBarre to finalize the design plans.  The schedule and cost worksheets were updated.
Watershed Restoration and Protection Program Grant
The PA DCED awarded the Borough $15,000 to begin the rehabilitation of Lake Lenape.  The Borough will match with $5000.00

Potcher
Brian Potcher provided the Borough with signed and sealed as built plans.  B & J Engineer, Inc. will provide a letter stating that the plans match the as built.

ADDRESS CONCERNS & QUESTIONS OF CITIZENS 
Liberty-DWG PA Extension Trail
I.Hernandez reported that Open Space Chairman Sue Cooper wanted Council to know that the meetings with Kevin Milnes of PennDOT, who has been assigned to the project and the DCNR Public Meeting and Workshop, were very positive in regards to the Liberty-DWG PA Extension Trail.  The project is moving forward. 
“Panhandling”
Solicitor Weitzman will provide the definition for “panhandling” for Council.
Request for Executive Session
Police Chief Jeff Williams requested an Executive Session.  Council will meet with him at the December meeting.
Deputy EMC
Lisa Paulette thanked Council for the appointment.  She will be working on not only preparing the Borough for emergencies but also to find out where we can get funding.

ADJOURNMENT
MOTION made by S. Wilson, seconded by B. Buzzard to adjourn the meeting at approximately 8:40 p.m.
Motion passed unanimously.


Ileana Hernandez
Borough Secretary/Treasurer 
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