

Delaware Water Gap Borough Council
Minutes Regular Meeting
October 6, 2014
	


[bookmark: OLE_LINK9][bookmark: OLE_LINK10]The regular monthly meeting of the Borough Council of Delaware Water Gap was held in the Francis (Casey) Drake Borough Building on 49 Main Street, Delaware Water Gap, PA on Monday, October 6, 2014. Council members President Wayne MacWilliams, Vice President Bill Buzzard, George Munn, 
Elvi DeLotto, Susan Wilson, Jack Shoemaker and Eileen Noelle White were present.  
Mayor Robert Gallagher was present.  Solicitor Todd Weitzmann, Engineer Melissa Prugar, Fire Chief 
Brad Miller, Assistant Chief John Smith and Borough Secretary Ileana Hernandez were present. 
President MacWilliams opened the meeting at approximately 7:30 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Treasurer’s Report 
MOTION made by B. Buzzard seconded by J. Shoemaker to accept the Treasurer’s report and pay the bills. Motion passed unanimously.

Approval of Monthly Minutes
MOTION made by G. Munn seconded by J. Shoemaker to accept the minutes of the September 6, 2014 Regular Meeting as presented.   Motion passed unanimously.   

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT
Superintendent Gallagher reported that Kimberly Road has been paved and he is working on the drain off the Julian property on Kimberly Road.  They will be working on repairing the main at Water Gap Village tomorrow.  The dump truck had a new radiator installed.  He will be working on the leave box and blower.  He has one generator (the one for the hall) up and running and needs to pour a pad for outside.
The generator for Well #7 has not been worked on yet.  Pumps will have to be rebuilt at approximately
$900 to $1000 per pump.  He will be getting help getting the generators started.

ENGINEER’S REPORT
Wells 6 & 7
AdEdge will be sending a report 

Wellhouse Building Renovation - Updated schedule and project cost worksheet were provided.
Watershed Restoration & Protection Program Grant - Letter sent to DCED from the Borough stating that we will provide the $3,000 match that is required.

DWG Fire Company Building - B & J, Inc. prepared a sketch and opinion of cost for the fire company.

Potcher- Engineer Melissa Prugar reported that Mr. Potcher should soon have the as-built plans for his project on Foxtown Hill Road. 

UGI Road Opening Permit (Deerhead Inn) - No date has been set for the final paving

Adam Wilk Land Development - Septic Design and plans for zoning review have been submitted.

Wellhouse #4 Reconstruction Project Engineering Service Proposal 
The Engineering Service Proposal was attached for Council to review and execute.  B. Buzzard asked if the Water Operator was in agreement with the proposal.   The proposal had not been forward to him.  B. Buzzard stated he could not agree with the proposal until the Water Operator had reviewed and commented on it.  MOTION made by J. Shoemaker seconded by E. DeLotto to approve the proposal contingent on C. Barre’s approval.  Motion passed unanimously.

MAYOR’S REPORT
Mayor Gallagher introduced the Borough’s new Police Officer Santos Rolon.  MOTION made by 
B. Buzzard seconded by S. Wilson to hire Santos Rolon effective September 20, 2014.  Motion passed unanimously.  Office Williams explained to Council the  Property Check Program that the department would like to implement.  There are forms that would need to be read and signed by the residents.  
J. Shoemaker asked that Solicitor Weitzmann review the forms before the program is started.
E. DeLotto asked about the Shingle Vaccine.  Officer Williams explained that they are backed up with the shingle orders and it was suggested that he look into doing tetanus shots for anyone involved in a disaster.

DWG FIRE COMPANY
Chief Miller reported the new grant was not submitted.  Boucher and James Engineer Mike Gable drew a set of building plans for the fire company.  There is an issue with PennDOT not allowing the parking direction on the plans.  Chief Miller stated that he had been asked by Jim Fareri to ask Council to facilitate swapping the fire company parking lot with Vertellus parking lot.  They cannot build towards the back.
Solicitor Weitzmann stated he had spoke with J. Fareri and the drawings were very helpful.  Mayor Gallagher stated that Vertellus has test wells required by DEP on that location.   W. MacWilliams stated 
he was not adversed to speaking with Vertellus but the fire company needs to upgrade their plans.
Chief Miller was asked for a copy of the fire company’s proposed budget for 2015.
Chief Miller stated that he understood Council wants Mutual Aide changed from Stroud Township to Shawnee.  Chief Miller stated that they have had Stroud Township for Mutual Aide for ten years and there have been no problems.  He continued to say that the radio frequency was different and there was no communication at the scene with Shawnee.  Chief Miller stated that Stroud Township was the best mutual aide because of communication and man power.  He continued to say that Council has the ultimate decision but he recommends that it not be changed.  He explained that DWG is Fire East and Shawnee is Fire Northeast and he has tried to get Shawnee to come over to Fire East but they won’t.
J. Shoemaker asked what the problem was.  Chief Miller stated that he had been asked to change Mutual Aide by Council.  Mayor Gallagher responded that he, as Mayor, was the one who brought this up to Council. He felt Shawnee was closer and he was concerned about Main Street.  Chief Miller stated that Shawnee will not change their frequency to communicate with Delaware Water Gap.  Council asked that representatives from Monroe County Communication Center, Smithfield Supervisor Steve Carey and Shawnee Fire Chief Donald Fuller be asked to join them at the November 3rd meeting to discuss mutual aide and communication problems.

Building Inspection Underwriters Contract
Solicitor Weitzmann stated he had reviewed this contract but it seemed like their basic contract.  It renews automatically in one year unless either party provides a 30 day termination.  Section 10 (a) does need to be corrected to show the correct year.  He stated that it should be clarified that the fees will go into 2015 and that the one year is from the time of signing.  MOTION made by E. DeLotto seconded by Eileen Noelle White to sign the BIU contract continuant to the revision of date in section 10(a) is corrected, that there is no cost to the Borough with any of the fees and that the one year is clarified from the time of signing.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Utility Ordinances
Solicitor Weitzman explained he had been asked to review the water and garbage ordinance.  The water ordinance is the clearer of the two in terms of billing.  The bill is due in fifteen days but there is nothing stating when the fifteen days start.  Water has ten percent penalty after fifteen days, garbage has a ten percent penalty after thirty days and after sixty days a twelve percent penalty.  There is nothing in either ordinance as to when the bills are to be mailed or when they are due.  He presented a resolution that would address these issues for both ordinances.  The resolution has mailing date, deadline, and penalty dates clearly defined.  MOTION made by J. Shoemaker, seconded by E. DeLotto to adopt Resolution #2014-04 unifying the water and garbage ordinance with the ten percent penalty after thirty days, defining the mailing, due and deadline dates.  Motion passed unanimously.  MOTION made by B. Buzzard seconded by E. DeLotto to eliminate the twelve percent penalty in the garbage ordinance.  Motion passed unanimously.

Kimberly Road
J. Shoemaker stated that Council agreed to pave Kimberly Road and it noted that there were no changes in the area in the last years but it will be monitored.

Shepard Court
Solicitor Weitzmann reported that Shepard Court was now a Borough Road.  Mr. MacGlashan thanked 
Council saying he was both pleased and surprised.

Municipal Authority
MOTION made by S. Wilson, seconded by E. DeLotto to authority the request by Municipal Authority to shut off property owners that are delinquent with the water bill as long as the property tenant notification has been followed.  Motion passed unanimously.

Alarm Installers
Superintendent Gallagher had asked for the letter from Alarm Installers Corp to be on the agenda asking to monitor our location since the MC Control Center would not be responding to our alarm.  The Secretary was asked to contact Monroe County Control Center to make sure that they are no longer responding to our alarm.  

Monroe County Control Center 
Council read the letter from Monroe County Control Center addressing their 2015 budget.  Copies of the 2015 draft budget is available if Council would like to review it.

Public Hearing Notice
Council read the Hardwich Township Public Hearing notice announcing their plan to adopt revisions to their Master Plan.

Economic Development Committee
E. Noelle-White reported filing a grant in the amount of $856, 160.00 based on the Village Study’s concept of expanding Borough sidewalks.  The grant is segmented.  Representative Rosemary Brown provided a letter of support for the grant.  The Committee is looking to relocate the business directional sign by the Gulf Station.  The Steam Town Train is coming on October 19th and they are looking for a way to transport the passengers from the train into town.  One bus company will do it for $800.00; Edge of the Woods will help if they have a van available, it is their busy season; Water Gap Trolley’s busy season also and they are down to two trolleys; and they have been offered a truck pulling a hay wagon.  Resident Lisa Paulett suggested contacting car dealerships who will do it as a promotion for their business.  Resident J. MacGlashan suggested they check with Shawnee to see if their vans were available.  Resident S. Cooper recommended they speak with Chuck Cooper because he knew people at Shawnee.

Water Committee
E. DeLotto reported David Bonkovich did part of the leak detection.  He found leaks on Dogwood and Mountain.  Repairs to these lines have brought water usage down.  It also reduces the amount of chemicals used and electricity.  C. LaBarr and B. Gallagher addressed leaks at Martz and Main Street.  E. DeLotto stated that the Delaware River Basin Commission took note on how the Borough was addressing their water usage and accountability. They will feature the Borough in their publication. Water usage has been brought down 40%.  Which will reflect positively for any future grants applied for.

Beautification Committee
Garden
E. DeLotto reported Strausers donated a designer to sketch a plan for the garden.  They will be spraying the grass, putting down jute netting and will plant in the spring.  Plants will be donated by residents.  The hostas from the Veteran Memorial were divided and planted by the Borough Hall driveway.  She thanked Dawn Kohl, Joan Powlus, Val Higbee and Dewey Walck for their help.  The Chamber donated $200.00 of topsoil.

Banners
A representative from Rileighs Outdoor Decor attended the Beautification Committee meeting to discuss the banners for the street lights.  The banners will be placed on the home side of the light since the poles are too close to the road.  They will be 24”x48” hanging on two brackets and lasting a minimum of eight years.  They will be sponsored by residents and businesses. J. Shoemaker thanked E. DeLotto and the Beautification Committee for the many improvements seen throughout the Borough outside and inside.

Roads
J. Shoemaker reported Kimberly Road was completed.  He noted it is one of the steepest roads in the Borough.  G. Munn said it looks beautiful and residents are very pleased.  Leaf pickup is scheduled  
and equipment is being readied for snow fall.  B. Gallagher has called Ken Miller for a price to install the Borough Hall generator.

Budget
B. Buzzard commented on the Leadership Breakfast being held at 6:30 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. at Camel Back Mountain and perhaps Council would consider a table for next year.  He will have budget information before the next meeting.

Sidewalk
Secretary was asked by Council to call Joseph Rattman about the sidewalks in front of his house and business.



Open Space
S. Cooper will be attending the Greenway Summit held at LaSalle University.  There will be talks aout the 911 trail in Pennsylvania.  Momentum is picking up on the Liberty-Water Gap Trail PA Extension and the connection with the 911 trail.

ADJOURNMENT
MOTION made by S. Wilson, seconded by E. DeLotto to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted


Ileana Hernandez 
Borough Secretary/Treasurer
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