

Delaware Water Gap Borough Council
Minutes Regular Meeting
September 8, 2014


[bookmark: OLE_LINK9][bookmark: OLE_LINK10]The regular monthly meeting of the Borough Council of Delaware Water Gap was held in the Francis (Casey) Drake Borough Building on 49 Main Street, Delaware Water Gap, PA on Monday, August 4, 2014. Council members  President Wayne MacWilliams, 
Vice President Bill Buzzard, George Munn, Susan Wilson, Jack Shoemaker and 
Eileen Noelle White were present.  Elvi DeLotto was excused. Mayor Robert Gallagher was present.  Solicitor Todd Weitzmann, Zoning Officer Larry Freshcorn, Engineers Melissa Prugar and Michael Gable of Boucher & James, Inc., Fire Chief Brad Miller, and Borough Secretary Ileana Hernandez were present. President W. MacWilliams opened the meeting at approximately 7:30 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Treasurer’s Report 
MOTION made by B. Buzzard seconded by S. Wilson to accept the Treasurer’s report and pay the bills. Motion passed unanimously.

Approval of Monthly Minutes
MOTION made by G. Munn seconded by E. Noelle White to accept the minutes of the August 4th Regular Meeting as presented.   Motion passed unanimously.   MOTION made by S. Wilson seconded by J. Shoemaker to accept the minutes of the August 18, 2014  Road Bid awarding as presented.  Motion passed unanimously.

Mayor / Superintendant Report
Bears - B. Gallagher met with the Monroe County District 5-45-2 Wildlife Conservation Officer Bryan Mowrer on Sunday to discuss the bear population in our Borough.  He was told that they have two cages and one is in use at Popcorn Buddha.  They have limited staff and have recorded nine different bears in our area.  
S. Cooper of the Village Farmer & Bakery stated that they purchased bear proof dumpsters for their business.  It was suggested that you put lime around your garbage cans to help deter the bears.  Wildlife Conservation Officer Mowrer’s phone number will be posted in the Borough newsletter.  
Truck Maintenance - The big dump truck will be going to Smith Ford for servicing and when that one is done the other truck will go in for approximately $1500.  
Concrete Pour - Concrete will need to be poured for outside Borough Hall, side walk in from of the MacWilliams apartments, Well #6 & #7, and by Farber’s house. 
 Drain - The drain on Kimberley has to be done but one side has bushes on the Borough right of way.  Solicitor Weitzmann stated that if they are on the Borough right of way they can be taken out. 
Salt Shed - B. Gallagher stated that he had a price to build the salt shed with concrete blocks, steel and trap at approximately $3,500 to $4,000.  He recommends building it at the maintenance yard.  E. Noelle White stated that she had spoke with our Liquid Fuel Representative and he suggested macadam for the floor.  She expressed concern with the shed being close to the creek.  W. Mac Williams stated that no matter where it is built it will be close to a creek.  J. Shoemaker stated that it would be best to keep it away from the residential area by the park.  MOTION made by J. Shoemaker seconded by E. Noelle White to authorize Superintendent Gallagher to proceed with building the salt shed on the maintenance yard at approximately $4000.00.  Motion passed unanimously.
Generator Batteries - B. Gallagher requested authorization to purchase six generators batteries.   MOTION made by G. Munn seconded by J. Shoemaker to buy six batteries for the generators.  Motion passed unanimously.
 
ZONING UPDATE 
Bickart/Matos - Zoning Officer L. Freshcorn stated he has not had time to review the ordinance pertaining to the parking of commercial vehicles at the Matos storage area.  Mr. and Mrs. Bickart had written another letter to Council expressing their concerns on this matter.
Adam Sign - Zoning Officer L. Freshcorn has communicated with Adam regarding their proposed maintenance to the sign in the Borough.  L. Freshcorn informed them that nothing, such as size or lighting can be changed during this maintenance.  Borough will be notified when it begins since they will need to bring in a large crane

ENGINEER’S REPORT
Wellhouse Building Renovation - Updated schedule and project cost worksheet were provided.
Potcher- Engineer Melissa Prugar reported that Mr. Potcher should soon have the as-built plans for his project on Foxtown Hill Road. 
UGI Road Opening Permit (Deerhead Inn) - No date has been set for the final paving
Adam Wilk Land Development - Septic Design and plans for zoning review have been submitted.

DWG FIRE COMPANY
Fire Chief Brad Miller reported that they are still in the process of obtaining property for the building.  Walter Conway was speaking to representative from Martz Bus Station for them.  If they cannot obtain anything from Martz then they will go to D. Gong of Glenwood Hotel.  With regards to the FY2014 Budget, Chief Miller stated that DWGFC Secretary Tammy Cornelius and DWGFC Treasurer Jim Fareri are working on the budget.  B. Buzzard explained he had question on the FY2014 Budget and gave the budget back to Assistant Fire Chief John Smith.  He stated that if Council could not get a copy of the FY2014 Budget he would like copies of all paperwork provided in the past. J. Shoemaker provided a copy of the August 12th meeting financial report and asked that copies be provided to Council.

Building Inspection Underwriters
E. Noelle White was asked by E. DeLotto to present the BIU contract for approval.  The firm has already been called to perform inspections.  Solicitor Weitzmann stated he had not reviewed this contract but it seemed like their basic contract.  It renews automatically in one year unless either party provides a 30 day termination.  
L. Freshcorn question section 10(a) which has the year of 2013 instead of 2014.  
L. Freshcorn stated that whether it is BIU or L & I something has to be done to make the process better.  MOTION made by J. Shoemaker, seconded by S. Wilson to approve the BIU contract continuant to Solicitor Weitzmann’s final review and the revision of date in section 10(a) is corrected, that there is no cost to the Borough with any of the fees.  Motion passed unanimously.  Council agreed to try the service for a year.

Liberty-Water Gap Trail - PA Extension
MOTION made by G. Munn seconded by E. Noelle White to support the Liberty-Water Gap Trail-PA Extension bike ride on October 4, 2014 from Point of the Gap to Portland Borough.  Motion passed unanimously. Open Space Committee Chair Sue Cooper announced that the project has a number with a person in charge to look at the retaining wall on SR611.  There will be a meeting with him on October 16th to make sure he is aware of the plans.  She plans to bring as many stake holders as she can.  S. Cooper requested a letter of support to bring to the meeting.  MOTION made by J. Shoemaker seconded by B. Buzzard to write a letter to the Penn DOT representative stating the Borough’s continuous support of the Liberty-Water Gap Trail PA Extension.  Motion passed unanimously.  S. Cooper was authorized by Council to place a sign on Borough property on the Cherry Creek Loop Trail.

DWG Municipal Authority
MOTION made by S. Wilson seconded by B. Buzzard to authorize the Municipal Authority request for shutoff.  Motion passed unanimously.

Borough Liens
MOTION made by B. Buzzard seconded by S. Wilson to authorize Solicitor Weitzmann to file liens the municipal liens.  Motion passed unanimously.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Economic Development Committee
Grants -E. Noelle White reported that EDC has filed for two grants under the County Hotel         Tax Grant.  One is for the reprinting of brochures and the other for a smaller business directional sign by the Deer head.  
Directional Sign -She reported that the EDC was not comfortable with the license agreement     for the existing business directional sign being asked for by D. Ketterer. Solicitor Weitzmann    stated that a license agreement has no middle ground.  EDC is looking for another location to relocate the sign.  
Adam Sign - E. Noelle White was in contact with the Adam Sign representative and was    informed that the Borough can advertise on the sign at no cost.  This sign is one of the largest      and busiest sign they have but also offered other sign locations throughout the County to help promote Borough events. 

Roads
J. Shoemaker reported that all was set to go forward with the paving before weather turns.  
Bob Marki will be giving us a price to seal cracks throughout Borough roads.

Water Committee and Beautification Committee
Reports on these committees were provided for Council.

ADDRESS CONCERNS & QUESTIONS OF CITIZENS 
Shepard Court
Solicitor Weitzmann explained to Shepard Court resident Dmitri Snytkine that he had spoken
 to Union Motor Lodge Attorney Wolf regarding the deed for Shepard Court.  At the last Council meeting all the necessary action had been taken to move forward on taking Shepard Court. Attorney Wolf did not have a signed version of the deed from his client.  It was explained to 
Shepard Court resident James MacGlashan that the Borough Solicitor prepared 
all the necessary paper work since Union Motor Lodge had no money.  It was explained that Council has been working together to get this resolved for the last year taking on legal expenses 
and the responsibility of the road. 
 
Borough Logo/Letterhead
Council agreed to use the logo designed by Ivory Moore for the Appalachian Trail Community as the Borough logo.  S. Wilson will incorporate adding Borough to Delaware Water Gap.  This will 
be used for the Retain the Rain grant that the Borough is partnering with Monroe County Conservation.  It will also be used for Borough letterhead.

Police Department
B. Buzzard reported that the Personnel Committee had recommended Jerome Taylor as a 
potential Police Officer candidate.  There has been some delay with some credential he should 
have so he will not be hired.  The Borough Police Officers were used and paid for by COTA during 
the festival.  Since there was only one Officer this year Council has to retroactively hire, for the 
record, the individuals used for this event.  MOTION made by B. Buzzard seconded by 
J. Shoemaker to hire Kathleen Petti, Nick DePalma, Michael Church and Santos Rolon as
 Police Officers retroactive to September 5 to September 7, 2014.  Motion passed unanimously.  
The Secretary was asked to re-advertise for a part-time police officer.

Beaver Traps
B. Buzzard asked the Game Commission be called to see if they will trap the beaver at
 Lake Lenape.

Garbage Bills
B. Buzzard announced that there is over $10,000.00 due in garbage bills and liens are being filed.

W. MacWilliams informed Mr. & Mrs. Bickart’s, who had not been present when the Zoning Officer
gave his update, that there was no answer yet to their question.

Water Bill 
Shepard Court Resident Margaret MacGlashan presented a concern to Council with her utility bill.  She had paid the bill 15 days from the due date ( July 15 ) and had been charged a penalty.  She paid the penalty but felt that due to the way the bill was presented she had paid it on time.  Solicitor Weitzmann reviewed the bill and agreed that the date on the bill (June 30) and due date (July 15) were in conflict.  The statement that bills are due and payable upon presentation is also in conflict. The water ordinance reads that net bill will be allowed for 15 days and the garbage bill will be 30 days.   The program only allows for one net term, so it is very confusing.  Solicitor Weitzmann was asked by Council to review the water and garbage ordinance and the bill to make them compatible and prevent any further misunderstanding.

Bonita Hoffman Manager of Water Gap Village Apartments asked when the fire hydrant by           the complex will be worked on.  B. Gallagher stated this Thursday and explained to her that there    might be a leak either outside the complex or within.  He and Water Operator C. LaBarre will check    further next Monday.  C. Bickart of Foxtown Hill Road reported that they had no water   pressure at his house.  B. Gallagher explained that he has the same problem and believes that   it could be that since Well #6 & #7 are running without Well #4 there is no pressure.  
Engineer Mike Gable thought perhaps it was a restriction on the line.   B. Gallagher will check on this.

Street Names
B. Gallagher reported that there are streets with more than two houses that have to be named.
He stated the museum; Yeaton, Stratakos and Broad Street across from the Diner were just 
a few he could recall at the moment.  He will create a list and start naming them.  MOTION
made by G. Munn seconded by J. Shoemaker to name the way by the museum “Dutot Lane”
Motion passed unanimously.

ADJOURNMENT
MOTION made by B. Buzzard seconded by S. Wilson to close regular meeting and go into Executive Session at approximately 8:55 p.m.  Motion passed unanimously.  MOTION made        by S. Wilson seconded by E. Noelle White to adjourn Executive Session and resume regular meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.  MOTION made by S. Wilson seconded by                             E. Noelle White to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted


Ileana Hernandez
Borough Secretary
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