Delaware Water Gap Borough Council
Minutes Regular Meeting
January 5, 2015


[bookmark: OLE_LINK9][bookmark: OLE_LINK10]The regular monthly meeting of the Borough Council of Delaware Water Gap was held in the Francis (Casey) Drake Borough Building on 49 Main Street, Delaware Water Gap, PA on Monday, January 5, 2015. Council members President 
Wayne MacWilliams, Vice President Bill Buzzard, George Munn, Elvi DeLotto, Susan Wilson, Jack Shoemaker and Eileen Noelle White were present.  
Mayor Robert Gallagher was present.  Solicitor Todd Weitzmann, Engineer Melissa Prugar, Fire Chief Brad Miller, DWGFD Secretary Tammy Cornelius and Borough Secretary Ileana Hernandez were present. President MacWilliams opened the meeting at approximately 7:30 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Treasurer’s Report 
MOTION made by B. Buzzard seconded by G. Munn to accept the Treasurer’s report and pay the bills. Motion passed unanimously.

Approval of Monthly Minutes
MOTION made by S. Wilson seconded by E. DeLotto to accept the minutes of the December 1, 2014 Regular Meeting and December 18, 2014 budget meeting as presented.   Motion passed unanimously.   

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT
Superintendent Gallagher reported that there are at least four beavers at Lake Lenape.  They were about to place traps when a tax payer stopped them.  Council directed B. Gallagher to trap them and release them.  The lake will be lost if they are not relocated.  Water is already spilling into the roadway.

ENGINEER’S REPORT
Well #4 Wellhouse Building Renovation
Engineer Melissa Prugar reported that the PADEP permit was received for the Well #4 Project.  The location of the utility pole at the site location has been set.  B. Gallagher informed M. Prugar that he had given Engineer Joe Liberte the generator manual.  Bidding documents and specifications are being prepared to advertise on January 9, 2015.  MOTION made by B. Buzzard seconded by E. DeLotto to authorize Boucher & James, Inc. to advertise the project.  Motion passed unanimously.

Watershed Restoration and Protection Program Grant
Engineer Melissa Prugar presented a proposal for the permitting, design and bidding for this project.  MOTION made by B. Buzzard seconded by E. DeLotto to accept the proposal for the Lake Lenape project.  Motion passed unanimously.





Water tank leak
The water tank is leaking and is rusty.  B. Buzzard stated this is because the specs weren’t any good.  He would like an explanation of the corrosion.  M. Prugar will get back to Council with an answer.

MAYOR’S REPORT
B. Buzzard asked Mayor Gallagher about the police department stopping overweight trucks.  He thought it was to be on Interstate 80.  Mayor Gallagher stated that the officers were doing Broad Street two weeks ago.  B. Buzzard would like to know whether it can or cannot be done.

ZONING UPDATE 
Council read the Zoning Officer’s report.  Secretary Hernandez reported that Zoning Officer Freshcorn was gathering information from different municipalities on billing for zoning.  Some municipalities have a straight fee for residential and commercial.  Borough could charge $150 for commercial and keep the $52 for residential.  He also wanted to check with Solicitor Weitzmann on escrow account balances once review is completed.  Does it go towards administrative fees?  Solicitor Weitzmann will look into this.  Council will table setting fees until they hear from the Zoning Officer.

DWG FIRE COMPANY (Treasurer’s Report and Budget)
Delaware Water Gap Fire Chief Brad Miller reported that they have on new member.  The brush truck will be delivered in March.  He explained that on the budget line state grant is an amount they receive every year that is used for debt reduction.

Meeting Days and Time
MOTION made by E. DeLotto seconded by S. Wilson to advertise the meeting days and time:
a. Council - 1st Monday of the month at 7:30 p.m.
b. Beautification Committee - 1st Thursday of the month at 7:00 p.m.
c. EDC - 2nd Monday of the month at 9:00 a.m.
d. Planning Commission - 2nd Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m.
e. Water Committee - 2nd Thursday of the month at 6:00 p.m.
f. Liberty-DWG Trail Committee - 3rd Wednesday of the month at 9:00 a.m.
g. Municipal Authority - 3rd Thursday of each month at 7:30 p.m.
Motion passed unanimously

Authority/Commission Term
MOTION made by B. Buzzard seconded by J. Shoemaker to appoint the following members for the appropriate term:
Jim Reynolds 	 12/31/2017    Municipal Authority (5 year term)
Martin Wilson 	12/31/2019   Municipal Authority (5 year term)
Derek Anspach	12/31/2012	Planning Commission (5 years)	
Gary Shubert		12/31/2017         Planning Commission (5 years
Anne Biffen		12/31/2017         Planning Commission (5 years	
Valerie Higbee	12/31/2019        Planning Commission (5 years
Randy Snow		12/31/2019        Planning Commission (5 years
Leroy Kaiser		12/31/2017   Zoning Hearing Board (3 year term)
Frank Davis		12/31/2015   Zoning Hearing Board (3 year term)
Carol Penna		12/31/2017   Zoning Hearing Board (3 year term)
Tim Snow 		Alternate 1 year term
Motion passed unanimously

Set Treasurer’s Bond
Sheely Insurance provided quotes for the Treasurers Bond in the amount of  $250,000 ($551) and $400,000 ($882.00). Most of the municipalities they serve do not go for the full amount of the highest amount of money.   Borough Auditor Dale Kirk recommends going for $600,000.  Secretary Hernandez is waiting on a quote for that amount.  Action tabled until information is obtained.

Adoption of Roads
Secretary Hernandez provided Council with a list of items needed to start preparing for adoption of the road going to maintenance yard/loop trail in order to receive Liquid Fuel money.   R. Gallagher stated that one of the first things would be to name the road.  MOTION made by B. Buzzard seconded by S. Wilson to name the road Cherry Creek Lane.  Motion passed unanimously.                                     

Panhandling Ordinance
Solicitor Weitzmann will update the proposed ordinance reflecting the fire company coin toss and enforcement.

Monroe County Vector Control
MOTION made by G. Munn seconded by E. DeLotto to make a  donation  of $200.00 to the Vector Control.  Motion passed unanimously.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Flood Zones / Laird
E. Noelle White reported on the December 8th EDC meeting that addressed the new flood zones and how it relates to the Laird building.  The meeting was well attended with special guest Diane Tharp, Executive Director of the Delaware River Conservancy and River Watchers, State Senator Mario Scavello, State Representative Rosemary Brown, representative from Laird and Industrial Development, and Former Mayor of DWG 
Walt Conway.  Ms. Tharp updated those present on the changes of the flood zones.  
It was brought up that the Lairds front building is in a flood zone but the one in the back is not.  There is the possibility of subdividing the property.  There is at least three years for the mitigation to be completed.  

Hotel Tax Grant
E. Noelle White announced that EDC received a grant in the amount of $1300.00 from the Monroe County Hotel Tax Grant.  The grant she had applied for was for $1500 to be used for a new directional sign and/or brochures.  

Resident Sue Cooper was sorry she missed the EDC meeting.  One thing she wants people to know that it is not a requirement to go to FEMA for flood insurance.  She used another company that was a fraction of the cost.  FEMA is not the only insurance for flood zone in Pennsylvania.

Water Committee
E. DeLotto reported the average daily water usage is 125,000 gallons per day.  Well #6 and Well #7 are back in service.  Due to high level alarms from backwash tank Site Specific Design was called.  They will be at the location on January 6th.

Reappointments
MOTION made by B. Buzzard seconded by S. Wilson to reappoint Kirk, Summa & Co., LLP as Borough Auditor, Boucher & James, Inc. ,as Borough Engineer, Todd Weitzmann as Borough Solicitor and Larry Freshcorn as Borough Zoning Officer.  Motion passed unanimously.

B. Buzzard stated that Council would pay the taxes and compensate B. Gallagher and I. Hernandez the income ramification of health care payment which would be approximately $5000.00.  MOTION made by B. Buzzard seconded by S. Wilson to pay the taxes and compensate B. Gallagher and I. Hernandez once the figures have been derived.  Motion passed unanimously.

Paychex
B. Buzzard reported that while talking with Dale Kirk, Borough Auditor, it was recommended that the Borough should look into a payroll service due to the many changes coming about with insurance and other items.  MOTION made by B. Buzzard seconded by E. DeLotto to engage Paychex for Borough payroll at approximately $1200.00 per year.  Motion passed unanimously.

Open Space
Sue Cooper gave a positive report on the progress of the Liberty-Water Gap Trail PA Extension.  Superintendent John Donahue of the DWGNPS has endorsed the September 11 National Memorial Trail to go through our area.  Penn DOT is starting to prepare for the engineer study of the retaining wall on Rt 611.



Emergency Management
Deputy EMC Lisa Paulette reported she will be meeting with Vertellus Safety Director 
Guy Miller on January 9th.  After their meeting she will be meeting with Monroe County Emergency Management Director Bruce Henry and Deputy Director and Maryellen Keegan to discuss what needs to be developed.  One of the things the Borough could be working on at the moment is a windshield survey.  It is a report on the boundaries, population, health care, and basic needs.  It should be documented with pictures of every property as it is now.  Recording our current resources so we can show documentation of what was should an emergency occur. 

ADDRESS CONCERNS & QUESTIONS OF CITIZENS 
Neeta Puri of 5 Shepard Court asked if Council would install one light post on                Shepard Court.  Council will look into it.

Tammy Cornelius thanked everyone that came out to the Tree Lighting.  She also thanked Randy Snow and Bob Gallagher for the Winter Wonderland Display and the individuals who helped paint the pieces.

B. Buzzard would like to name the area by the lake and have a description of the property.

ADJOURNMENT
MOTION made by S. Wilson seconded by E. DeLotto to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Ileana Hernandez
Borough Secretary
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