Delaware Water Gap Borough Council
Minutes Regular Meeting
March 2, 2015


[bookmark: OLE_LINK9][bookmark: OLE_LINK10]The regular monthly meeting of the Borough Council of Delaware Water Gap was held in the Francis (Casey) Drake Borough Building on 49 Main Street, Delaware Water Gap, PA on Monday, March 2, 2015. Council members President 
Wayne MacWilliams, Vice President Bill Buzzard, George Munn, Elvi DeLotto, Susan Wilson, Jack Shoemaker and Eileen Noelle White were present.  
Mayor Robert Gallagher was excused.  Solicitor Todd Weitzmann, Engineer Melissa Prugar, and Borough Secretary Ileana Hernandez were present. President MacWilliams opened the meeting at approximately 7:30 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Council expressed condolences on the passing of Bob Gallagher’s wife Rita Gallagher.

Treasurer’s Report 
MOTION made by G. Munn seconded by S. Wilson to accept the Treasurer’s report and pay the bills. Motion passed unanimously.

Approval of Monthly Minutes
MOTION made by E.N. White seconded by E. DeLotto to accept the minutes of the February 2, 2015 regular meeting as presented.   Motion passed unanimously.   Secretary Hernandez thanked E. Noelle White for taking the February meeting minutes.

ENGINEER’S REPORT
Well #4 Wellhouse Building Renovation
Well #4 project was advertised on February 21st and 28th and Pre-Bid Meeting is scheduled for March 13, 2015 at 11:00 a.m.

Green- Light- Go Grant - This grant was reviewed for the traffic signal at Main and Broad Street.   This grant will require a traffic study and perhaps it would be best to use the PADOT ARLE Grant in June instead.

PADEP Growing Green Grant - The Borough was denied the grant but will try again in June.

Watershed Restoration and Protection Program Grant
Engineer Melissa Prugar has contacted PADEP and Monroe County Conservation District to discuss the project and permits required.  Initially DEP would authorize the work but there is now a concern that it might act like a dam.  
G. Munn stated that the Army Corp of Engineer indentified it as a dam.



Delaware River Basin Commission Audit - DRBC is requesting the Audit be submitted no later than March 31, 2015.

Odolski Plan Review - Engineer Prugar stated that she has received sketch plans for review for the proposed Odolski subdivision on Shepard Avenue.

Dirt and Gravel
The Dirt and Gravel Grant is for the Lake Lenape road.  The grant is due on March 31, 2015 so   Engineer Prugar will schedule an onsite meeting with Conservation District.

Appalachian Trail Conservancy Grant
Engineer Prugar reviewed the grant from the ATC but it pertains more to ordinances and protection of trail.  The Borough has already addressed this in their ordinance.

Council asked that Engineer Prugar be added to the Borough News subscription list.

Dirt and Gravel
MOTION made by B. Buzzard seconded by J. Shoemaker to authorize and sign the grant application for the Dirt and Gravel grant for the road leading to Lake Lenape.  Motion passed unanimously.
 
MAYOR’S REPORT
Police Chief Williams’s written report was provided to Council. 

ZONING UPDATE 
Zoning Officers written reported containing issued permit for Castle Inn Fancy Pants Antiques; Gusztaw restaurant conversion; Castle Inn Kitchen
Walk through inspection with Building Inspector - Shepard House and 34 Shepard Avenue; Correspondence with Castle Inn regarding Dining Hall; Odolski Sub-Division/Land Development; Shepard House notification of compliance; Doughboys possible apartment; Potcher Construction, was provided to Council.

DWG FIRE COMPANY (Treasurer’s Report and Budget)
DWG Treasurer’s Fareri February 10, 2015 Treasurer’s report was provided to Council. 

Post Office 
Delaware Water Gap Post Office representative Tami Pysher asked Borough for assistance.  Landlords are not notifying tenants when they move in that there is no mail delivery and mail is sent back.  Council directed to send landlords a courtesy letter asking them to inform their tenant that if mail is sent to the physical address it will be returned and if they want mail delivered to DWG they need a post office box.

Water and Sanitation Bills
Council discussed sending residents separate bills for water and garbage.  This had been brought up in the past and Council agreed to do so.  Residents will be notified in the newsletter that they will have to send two separate checks.
Dmitri Snytkine of 9 Shepard Court asked Council if they would consider automatic withdrawal for bill paying.  Council will look into this.
MOTION made by E. DeLotto, seconded by J. Shoemaker to separate the water bill from the garbage bill and two separate checks will be written, one to DWG Water Fund and the other to DWG Sanitation Fund.  Also to look into automatic withdraw bill paying through ESSA Bank.  Motion passed unanimously.

Set Treasurer’s Bond
W. MacWilliams asked to go into Executive Session at the end of the meeting to discuss this issue.

Panhandling Ordinance
Solicitor Weitzmann will update the proposed ordinance reflecting the fire company coin toss and enforcement.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Economic Development Committee
E. Noelle White reported EDC did not meet because of an ice storm.  She was contacted by a reporter form Pittsburg who was writing a story about a day trip to DWG.  She sent him photos from Founders Day, information on the spa, country club and old postcards.  EDC will be discussing on how to apply the $1,300.oo received from the Monroe County Hotel Tax Grant.  The grant is to be used for a new directional sign and/or brochures.  


Beautification Committee
E. DeLotto reported Beautification Committee will have note cards and prints of DWG to sell for a fundraiser.  They are planning to continue painting the hallway and waiting to see what is going to be done in the police office.

Water Committee
C. LaBarr had reported to E. DeLotto that there is a small leak on Rt 611.  Water usage is at 150,000 gallon per day which is not unusual during winter with resident letting water run to prevent freezing.  She announced that Melissa Prugar will be our lead on Well #4 Project.



Roads
J. Shoemaker stated that Allen Blakeslee had stepped up and did an excellent job during the storm.  More salt was purchased which was good since winter has not passed and is worse in higher elevations.   He commented that A. Blakeslee was doing a good job and we have backup for him if needed.

2014 Municipality Statistics
Council will review the Monroe County Control Center 2014 Municipality Statistics at their leisure.

Beautification Committee request for Borough outside lights and cleaning
Beautification Committee member Val Higbee brought up the outside lights that are not working and are in need of repair/replacing.  Due to the safety and security concerns Council agreed to the repair and replacement of outside lights around the building.
V. Higbee also asked Council if someone could come once a month to clean the Borough Hall and bathrooms once a week.  B. Buzzard commented that the Borough has employees who have time to do this.  It would be poor management to hire someone else.  He questioned Council who manages B. Gallagher and what he does?  Personnel Committee will meet next Tuesday at 6:00 p.m. 

Shull Park 
Susan Cooper spoke about the DCNR grant for Shull Park on Oak Street.  It was thought that instead of playground equipment a training center and picnic tables be installed.  The grant is not for a training center and in fact many of these centers are being removed from parks.  DCNR representatives suggested a public meeting to discuss what residents would like.  S. Cooper will provide a survey to go in the newsletter requesting residents input. 

Liberty-Water Gap Trail PA Extension
Sue Cooper reported that they have not yet heard from the State with regards to the 911 Trail.  She is pleased to say that Superintendent John Donahue of the DWGNPS is on board to be partner in this project.

Rita Gallagher Funeral
MOTION made by J. Shoemaker seconded by E. DeLotto to have flowers sent to Clarks Funeral Home on behalf of Council and Borough residents.  Motion passed unanimously.
MOTION made by E. DeLotto seconded by B. Buzzard to close office so employees could attend the funeral.  Motion passed unanimously.

ADJOURNMENT
MOTION made by G. Munn seconded by J. Shoemaker to close the meeting and go into executive session.  Motion passed unanimously.
Respectfully submitted, 
Ileana Hernandez, Borough Secretary
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