



[bookmark: OLE_LINK9][bookmark: OLE_LINK10]The regular monthly meeting of the Borough Council of Delaware Water Gap was held in the Francis (Casey) Drake Borough Building on 49 Main Street, 
Delaware Water Gap, PA on Monday, April 6, 2015. Council members President 
Wayne MacWilliams, Vice President Bill Buzzard, George Munn, Elvi DeLotto, Susan Wilson, and Jack Shoemaker were present.  Mayor Robert Gallagher was a present.  Eileen Noelle White and Melissa Prugar were excused.  
Solicitor Todd Weitzmann, Zoning Office Larry Freshcorn, Fire Chief Brad Miller, Police Chief Jeffrey Williams and Borough Secretary Ileana Hernandez were present. President MacWilliams opened the meeting at approximately 7:30 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Treasurer’s Report 
MOTION made by B. Buzzard seconded by G. Munn to accept the Treasurer’s report and pay the bills. Motion passed unanimously.

Approval of Monthly Minutes
MOTION made by G. Munn seconded by J. Shoemaker to accept the minutes of the March 2, 2015 regular meeting as presented.   Motion passed unanimously.   

Mayor’s Report
Mayor Gallagher noted that Police Chief Williams’ written report was provided to Council.  Two proposals were received for the police office upgrade:
Randy Snow - Delaware Water Gap - $1,200.00
James Holbrook - Delaware Water Gap - $1,485.00

MOTION made by B. Buzzard seconded by J. Shoemaker to accept the proposal from R. Snow in the amount of $1,200.00 provided it meets the entire requirement requested.

MARTZ
Mayor Gallagher addressed concerns with the Martz Bus Station idling buses for over an hour, which is against the State Law, and the bus lights shining towards Foxtown Hill Road. Solicitor Weitzmann will check to see if there has to be a Borough Ordinance to back the State Law with regards to idling of vehicles. Mayor Gallagher also expressed concern on the way the bus headlights shine into neighboring windows at night.  A buffer was to be  planted once the fence was installed and that has not been done. He asked Zoning Officer Freshcorn to review the plans and the ordinance.   Council agreed that parking towards the back would be better for all.   Zoning Officer Freshcorn feels it is a local management issue.  He has worked with an individual from the main office and will contact him.  He will start establishing a paper trail by writing them a letter. J. Shoemaker requested that the number of this individual be provided to B. Gallagher, Chief Williams and I. Hernandez so they could contact him if needed. 




Engineer’s Report
President MacWilliams noted that Council had copies of the Engineer’s Report to review at their leisure.

ZONING UPDATE 
Zoning Officer Freshcorn informed Council he had issued permits for Castle Inn Dining Hall, Potcher occupancy permit and sign for Water Gap Apartments.  He reviewed the Odolski Sub-Division / Land Development, the Shepard House notification of compliance, and Doughboys possible apartment. 

DWG FIRE COMPANY (Treasurer’s Report and Budget)
Council was provided with copies of the March 10, 2015 DWGVFC Treasurers Report. Fire Chief B. Miller provided Council with specs for a $145,000 rescue truck and a $37,000 support vehicle which they will purchase through the Casino Loan.  He addressed a loan for the firehouse in the amount of $400,000.00.         J. Shoemaker stated that there was a fire company meeting on Tuesday, April 14th where they could discuss priorities.  J. Shoemaker stated it would be a good idea for Council to attend to establish a priority list of building and equipment.
B. Buzzard asked about the brush truck and stated that the budget has not been corrected.  J. Shoemaker stated he would speak with DWGVFC Treasurer Jim Fareri about the budget.

Well 6 & & DCED Grant
MOTION made by B. Buzzard seconded by E. DeLotto to request a one year extension for Well 6 & 7 DCED Grant which expires on June 30, 2015.  Motion passed unanimously.

Paper Roads / Alleys 
Solicitor Weitzmann addressed the paper road/alley since we are not in litigation there was no need to go into executive session.  There is always the question of who owns, who is responsible, is it split, can I build on paper roads/paper alleys?  The Borough has a current issue of opening an alleyway and property being land lock without the alleyway.  What rights does the individual have, can he cut down trees and what can he do on the property?  The property in question has been in and out of tax sales for a long time and ended up in depository with a Quick Claim deed.  Solicitor Weitzmann provided a simple version of a Quick Claim deed “I don’t know what I own but what I own is yours.”  There would need to be research on neighboring property deeds to see if there is anything with regards to the alley.  His research does not show the Borough dedicating it so there is no responsibility on the Borough.   With regards to the trees being cut it becomes a matter of the adjoining property owner.  The burden of proof is on the property owner should he want to build on the property showing access through the alleyway.  He has the right to seek an access and will have to go to court.  No property should be land locked but it is not clear on his deed.  Each situation is different and property owners will need to research how it’s deeded.   The Borough is not responsible.


Panhandling Ordinance 315
Solicitor Weitzmann explained that this ordinance does not include solicitation and that he inserted an enforcement penalty in Section Four.  MOTION made by E. DeLotto seconded by J. Shoemaker to adopt Ordinance 315 addressing panhandling.  Motion passed unanimously.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Beautification Committee
E. DeLotto reported Beautification Committee met last Thursday.  In two weeks Strauser will spray alongside the Borough hall to kill the grass.  After this is done there will be jute laid out with topsoil and soaker houses and then the planting.  They will also spray at the end of the driveway towards the church property so people can sit.  Prices are being obtained to repair the sidewalk which is uneven at the Veteran Memorial. Note cards will be ready for Founders Day.  Borough Clean Up on April 25th at 9:00 a.m.  PennDOT will provide bags, vest and gloves.  S. Cooper of the Village Farmer will provide their lunch special to all volunteers.  

Water Committee
E. DeLotto announced receiving a PADEP letter informing the Borough about a drought watch declaration, recommending reducing water use by about 5% and the Borough is not under a Drought Water Declaration.   Borough is using 158,000 gallons of water a day.  Well #4 is being used alone since there is a problem with the probe on Well #6 & #7.  The probe was just changed this fall.

Roads
J. Shoemaker stated that some of the roads were being cold patch.    They plan to get two to three bids to seal coats cracks on the roads that have been damaged by the weather and also to do some hot patching.

Finance
B. Buzzard recommended a “to do list” for Borough projects.  Council and residents can call the office or come in requesting things that need to be done be added to the list.   MOTION made by B. Buzzard seconded by G. Munn to adopt a “to do list”.  Motion passed unanimously.

ACH
Solicitor Weitzmann stated that it would be best of the Borough did not have the accountability or maintenance of the automatic withdrawl for utility bills.  There should be no responsibility for the Borough.



Lake Lenape
B. Buzzard updated residents on the Lake Lenape Grant.  An onsite meeting was set with Council, Engineer and PA Department of Environmental Protection to review the project.  
PADEP has to review the project and determine if the dam is categorized 3 or 4.  The classification will determine how the project will proceed.  Council is concerned the lake might be lost.  Deputy Emergency Management Coordinator L. Paulette offered to obtain grant information from Monroe County Emergency Management under NIMS for flood prevention.  Resident Val Ganci stated that the ecological and environmental impact of losing the lake must be emphasized.  G. Munn stated that PADEP will look at the possibility of water overflow taking out Rt 611, and public safety will trump.  He is concerned about our liability.  Resident Harry Darlington informed Council there was a tree down after the gate at Lake Lenape.

Resident Jim Benson asked why the Borough was starting with separate checks for water and garbage.  It was explained that it was for better record keeping.

Open Space Chairman Susan Cooper announced there will be meeting on Wednesday at Stroudsmoor from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. with the National Park Service.  The purpose is to discuss long term goals and commitments.

J. Shoemaker stated that it was encouraging to have so many residents in attendance.

ADJOURNMENT
MOTION made by E. DeLotto seconded by J. Shoemaker to close the meeting and go into executive session at approximately 9:04 p.m.  Motion passed unanimously.

MOTION made by B. Buzzard seconded by S. Wilson to close the executive session at approximately 9:35 p.m.  Motion passed unanimously.

MOTION made by S. Wilson seconded by B. Buzzard to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted, 
Ileana Hernandez, Borough Secretary
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