

Delaware Water Gap Borough Council
Minutes Regular Meeting
July 6, 2015


[bookmark: OLE_LINK9][bookmark: OLE_LINK10]The regular monthly meeting of the Borough Council of Delaware Water Gap was held in Francis (Casey) Drake Borough Building on 49 Main Street, Delaware Water Gap, PA on Monday, July 6, 2015. Council members President Wayne MacWilliams, Vice President Bill Buzzard, George Munn, Elvi DeLotto, Susan Wilson, Jack Shoemaker and Eileen Noelle White were present.  Mayor Gallagher was excused.  Solicitor Todd Weitzmann, Zoning Officer Larry Freshcorn, Engineer Melissa Prugar and Borough Secretary Ileana Hernandez were present. President MacWilliams opened the meeting at approximately 7:30 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Proclamation honoring Robert Clarkson
President Wayne MacWilliams read the proclamation honoring Robert Clarkson for his many years of service and dedication to the borough and his country.  He served honorably in the US Navy during WWII; duly elected to borough council and served over 32 years here; he improved the borough residents’ quality of life through his efforts as chair and member of several committees; and most of all provided dedicated and unselfish service to this community. W. MacWilliams unveiled the plaque dedicating the borough hall meeting room as “Councilman Robert (Bob) Clarkson Meeting Room Delaware Water Gap Borough”.  A copy of the proclamation was presented to his son, David Clarkson who was present with his wife.  Standing ovation followed with 
D. Clarkson thanking everyone for their kindness especially G. Munn.

Treasurer’s Report 
MOTION made by B. Buzzard, seconded by J. Shoemaker to accept the Treasurer’s report and pay the bills.  Motion passed unanimously.

Approval of Monthly Minutes
MOTION made by E. DeLotto, seconded by J. Shoemaker to accept the June 6, 2015 minutes as presented. Motion passed unanimously.

ENGINEER’S REPORT

Well #4 Wellhouse Building Renovations
A Notice to Proceed was issued to Fabcor, Inc. on July 1, 2015.  Engineer Prugar is coordinating with contractor, water operator and electrician to schedule a preconstruction meeting.

PennDOT ARLE Grant Application
The ARLE application for Traffic Calming and Sidewalk Replacement and the Traffic Light were submitted to PennDOT on June 30, 2015 and we should hear something by early 2016.

PADEP Growing Greener Grant
The application for the Growing Greener Grant for the Lake Lenape project is ready to go.

Assistance to Zoning Officer
Odolski Subdivision – A review dated May 11, 2015 was prepared and provided to the Planning Commission.  No revised submission has been received from the applicant.  An erosion and sedimentation control plan review from the Monroe county Conservation district was received.

Grant Applications
Engineer Prugar provided a list of what the Appalachian Trail Conservancy (ATC) Conservation Assistance Mini-Grant Program can be used for.  The deadline for submission is December 2015 so Council has an opportunity to review how it may be used.  

ZONING UPDATE 
Adams Outdoor
Zoning Officer Freshcorn reported he had received two applications from Adam Outdoor to swap signs.  One was denied because it does not meet the current zoning ordinance and they will be going for a variance.  The other one is a special exception that needs to be approved by Council.  It meets the ordinance.  It is being changed from vertical to horizontal, currently thirty feet (top of sign) and more angled away from the Holbrook property.  It is currently backlit.  The new lighting will not go outside of the sign area.  MOTION made by E. DeLotto seconded by E. Noelle-White to grant the Special Exception application to Adam Outdoor as long as the light on the sign does not interfere with the neighbors property and the Zoning Officer is satisfied with what is submitted.  Motion passed unanimously.

Deer Head Inn
Zoning Officer Freshcorn denied the Deer Head Inn zoning permit to change the office into an apartment.  He still wants to work with Mr. Mancuso so he will be setting up a meeting to review the site.

Cell Tower Ordinance
Solicitor Weitzmann drafted an ordinance and Engineer Prugar provided a copy of Blooming Grove Township ordinance.  It will be a standalone ordinance requiring applicants to come in for land developing permits.  L. Freshcorn would like the Planning Commission to review it.  MOTION made by E. DeLotto seconded by S. Wilson to refer the ordinance to the Planning Commission once it is received.  Motion passed unanimously.

PennDOT 
L. Freshcorn reported he had received an email from Jon Hallingstad, Penn DOT’s District Outdoor Advertising Device Control Manager requesting to meet with him.  
The meeting is scheduled for July 20, 2015 at 11:00 am to review Borough’s records. 
L. Freshcorn being uncleared on what they wanted he asked Solicitor Weitzmann to attend the meeting.   D. Schulte from Adams Outdoor will provide the Borough with a PennDOT letter from 1978 which states the Borough has been given control to regulate its own sign ordinance.  Council members and D. Schulte requested to attend the meeting.  MOTION made by E. DeLotto seconded by S. Wilson to authorize Solicitor Weitzmann to attend the July 20th meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.  MOTION made by E. DeLotto seconded by E. Noelle-White to advertise that Council would be attending the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.  D. Schulte reported that he was still working with Senator Scavello and Representative Brown to have PennDOT come to some other agreement so they will not have to remove or rise the sign.  D. Schulte was told by Penn DOT Engineer Dennis Toomey that they are proceeding as planned.

DWG FIRE DEPARTMENT 
There were no representatives from the DWGFD

Caledonia Creek Intake Dam Inspection
Council read the letter from PADEP regarding Caledonia Creek Intake Dam Inspection.  The letter states that the dam is well maintained and there is a log that has to be removed.  Borough has to inspect the dam quarterly and keep inspection sheets for PADEP review.  

Short-term rentals
Solicitor Weitzmann explained that many municipalities are dealing with houses rented for week-end to non family members.  Some of the complaints include excessive occupancy, under-age drinking and loud overnight parties.  Representative Brown emailed regarding short-term rentals of single family homes and provided sample ordinances.  MOTION by E. Noelle-White seconded by E. DeLotto to have Solicitor Weitzmann, Engineer Prugar and Zoning Officer Freshcorn review the ordinances.  Motion passed unanimously.

 Who is responsible for utility balance after a Judicial Sale?
Solicitor Weitzmann placed a call to the Tax Claim office to get an answer of who is responsible for utility balance after a Judicial Sale.  He is waiting to hear back from them.

Ordinance 316 – Ordinance creating Building Code Hearing 
Board of Appeal
MOTION made by S. Wilson, seconded by J. Shoemaker to adopt Ordinance 316 creating a Building Code Hearing Board of Appeals as per the UCC Ordinance.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Resolution 2015-03
MOTION made by S. Wilson seconded by E. DeLotto to adopt Resolution 2015-03 appointing James Holbrook as the three year member, Bob Mancuso as the two year member and Walter Conway as the one year member of the Building Code Hearing Board of Appeal.  Motion passed unanimously. 

MOTION made by E. DeLotto, seconded by J. Shoemaker to appoint Michael Kaspszyk as the Building Code Hearing Board of Appeals solicitor.  Motion passed unanimously.  
MOTION made by E. DeLotto seconded by J. Shoemaker to set the fee of the Building Code Hearing Board of Appeal at $500.00 and bill the applicant anything over.  Motion passed unanimously.

Volunteer Insurance 
Philip Farber of Dreher Insurance provided a memo explaining the insurance coverage for borough volunteer committees.  If the committee is under the Borough Council they are covered by the General Liability policy. 

EDC Committee
EDC Committee Chair E. Noelle–White provided Council with the balance from the Hotel Tax Grant of $2387.43.  They have updated the chamber website and contracted with Garcom to maintain it.  A steam locomotive will be in town on Saturday, September 5th bringing in 800
 people and another 200 of followers from surrounding areas.  National Park Service will work
 on transportation from train station to town and EDC is working with the restaurants, craft vendors and car club.   J. Shoemaker will check with the fire department about providing a water tanker for the locomotive.  The chamber will do the food, Ivory Moore will do the art show and 
the Appalachian Trail Committee will do a hike.

J. Shoemaker thanked everyone who attended the fire departments pancake breakfast on 
Founder’s Day.   They made $500 dollars and sold $30 dollars worth of note cards.  He thanked Susan Cooper for the ingredients and the church for the use of the building.  The fire department assisted with parking for the firework demonstration at Wolf Hollow and was given the total amount received for parking which was $1000.00.

Beautification Committee
E. DeLotto read the committee’s Mission Statement and provided the fund balance of $2,177.94.
She reported that the side garden was planted and the note cards were already selling.  The next project is the pocket park between the borough and church.  It will have three benches, picnic table and wooden flower planters.   Once the weather turns they will be replacing the stones at the War Memorial.

Water Report
Water Operator LaBarre’s report stated that the water use per day is 159,000 gallons. they will be boring under Main Street to repair a water line PennDOT will be looking at the boroughs billboard and sign ordinance.  

Sanitation
S. Wilson announced that the sanitation contract will be ready to go out for bids in August.

Planning Commission Application
B. Buzzard stated that the Planning Commission Site Plan review application is $175 which covers the cost of having the plans reviewed twice by the Borough Engineer and any additional review or expenses will be responsibility of the applicant/property owner.  He recommended it be raised to $500.00 with the same responsibility to the applicant/property owner.  MOTION made by 
B. Buzzard seconded by S. Wilson to change the Site plan application fee from $175 to $500 with any additional review/expenses will be responsibility of the applicant /property owner.  Motion passed unanimously.

Water Committee
E. DeLotto explained the Water Committee is concerned that not all buildings have their own service line from the main line.  They discussed if water is shut-off it could be the time to get          the property into compliance or if the property is sold.  The Borough would notify the
 property owners not in compliance at this time.  Solicitor will put together an ordinance,
 have it circulated and ready for adoption at the next meeting.

Open Space Committee
S. Cooper provided Council with a copy of the National Park Service Conservation Association report “Protecting our national parks for future generations”.  The National Park Service 
received 550 acres from Wyndham Association.  The Committee is still working on the 
Liberty Water Gap Trail.  


Emergency Management
Deputy EMC L. Paulette updated Council on the Borough’s need for a traffic plan to be used 
during road emergencies showing detours, where signs are to be placed.  Plans are in the works 
to have the Borough receive training to use the Redi-Notification System.   She will be working 
with the County and PennDOT on creating this plan and also to find funding for the necessary 
road closure/detour signs.  Council thanked L. Paulette.

 ADDRESS CONCERNS & QUESTIONS OF CITIZENS 
S. Cooper asked if anything had been heard about the Laird property.  There has been no update.

E. DeLotto thanked Tim Snow for the work he did at Shull Park.

ADJOURNMENT
MOTION made by E. Noelle-White seconded by E. DeLotto to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Ileana Hernandez
Borough Secretary
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