Delaware Water Gap Borough Council
Minutes Special Meeting
July 20, 2015


[bookmark: OLE_LINK9][bookmark: OLE_LINK10]The meeting was held on July 20, 2015 with the Borough Council of Delaware Water Gap, Zoning Officer and Penn DOT District Outdoor Advertising Device Control staff  in the Francis (Casey) Drake Borough Building on 49 Main Street, Delaware Water Gap, PA on Monday,  July 20, 2015 at 11 am. Council members present were President 
Wayne MacWilliams, Vice President Bill Buzzard, George Munn, Elvi DeLotto, and
Susan Wilson.  Council members Jack Shoemaker and Eileen Noelle White and Mayor Gallagher were excused.  Solicitor Todd Weitzmann, Zoning Officer Larry Freshcorn, and Borough Secretary Ileana Hernandez were present.  Representatives from PennDOT District 5-0 were Jon Hallingstad, Bruce Kern and Jack Clark.   President MacWilliams opened the meeting at approximately 11:00 am. with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Zoning Officer L. Freshcorn opened conversation by explaining that he had reported 
at the July 6, 2015 Council meeting that he had received an email from Jon Hallingstad, Penn DOT’s  District Outdoor Advertising Device Control Manager  requesting a meeting  to review Borough’s records, although it has not been done since 1978.  He wasn’t sure why they wanted to meet.  Council was interested and authorized that the meeting be advertised so they could all attend. 

Jon Hallingstad, Penn DOT’s District Outdoor Advertising Device Control Manager provided background.  The Federal-Aid Highway Act of 1958 declared the state to regulate the erection and maintenance of outdoor advertising signs, displays or device within 660 feet of the edge of the right-of-way and visible from the main traveled way
 of all portions of the Interstate System. 

In February 1, 1978 the Secretary of Transportation certified the Borough of Delaware Water Gap “to establish and enforce regulations with respect to size, lighting and spacing of Outdoor Advertising Devices in zoned commercial and industrial areas and these regulations together with their operating procedures for issuing permits shall apply in place of the like provisions in our Acts No. 160 and 161.  He explained that where certification agreements between the state and the municipality, the State has oversight responsibility and is required to periodically review the records to ensure compliance with federal code.  This is the purpose of their meeting to provide
 L. Freshcorn with this information and set up a time to review the signs in the borough.
J. Hallingstad has reviewed the Borough sign ordinances finds it to be fine.   There are nine off premise signs along Rt 611 and Broad Street that must be audited.  A meeting will be scheduled with J. Hallingstad and L. Freshcorn to set-up the program.

J. Hallingstad could not answer questions regarding the Adams Outdoor digital billboard and Penn Dot’s digital message board.

MOTION made by S. Wilson, seconded by E. DeLotto to adjourned the meeting at approximately 11:50 am.

Respectfully submitted
Ileana Hernandez, Borough Secretary
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