Borough of Delaware Water Gap
Minutes of Council Meeting
August 6, 2012

 	The regular monthly meeting of the Borough Council of Delaware Water Gap was held in the 
Francis (Casey) Drake municipal building on Monday, August 6, 2012.  Mayor Walter Conway was absent.  Council members present: President Wayne MacWilliams, Vice President Bill Buzzard, George Munn, and Jack Shoemaker. Susan Wilson, Elvi DeLotto, and Phil Farber were excused. Also present Solicitor Todd Weitzmann,   Engineer David Jones, Superintendent Bob Gallagher and Zoning Officer Larry Freshcorn 										

President Wayne MacWilliams called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm with the Pledge of Allegiance.   MOTION made by G. Munn seconded by J. Shoemaker, to accept the July 9, 2012 minutes as presented. Motion passed unanimously.  

MOTION made by B. Buzzard seconded by G. Munn to accept the Treasurer’s report & pay the bills. Motion passed unanimously.  

Road Bids
Superintendent B. Gallagher informed Council he is waiting for call back from contractors to obtain bids for proposed road work.  He should have the information for the next meeting.  B. Gallagher asked Council if they wanted the back of Kimberly Road repaired.  He was directed to obtain a bid for the next meeting.

Delaware Water Gap Station Preservation Partnership
Carol Penna, President of the DWGSPP, presented a brief update on what has been and will be occurring at the Station.  She spoke of the collaboration with ELDCPS and E. Stroudsburg Community Alliance on the upcoming Excursions for 2012-2013.  C. Penna credits her committee of volunteers for cleaning, repairing and enhancing the station.  She provided Council with a copy of its liability policy (June 2012-June 2013) and inquired into the existing policy coverage for the structure.  B. Buzzard stated that we would have to start at “0” and have an inspector review the station. C. Penna requested to use the trail parking as ancillary parking for the four train excursions if needed.  G. Munn informed C. Penna that the project is not completed and the contractor does not want anyone on the property.  C. Penna suggested that perhaps the property should be posted as such so that other groups or individuals will be aware.  J. Shoemaker thanked C. Penna and her group for the energy they put in the building, making the station a big plus for the Gap.  J. Shoemaker stated it is a big mountain to climb but they have begun.  

Delaware River Basin Commission
	Engineer D. Jones gave a brief background on the action initiated by the DRBC to reduce the water allocation for DWG from 15.00 MG/Month to 11.00 MG/Month.   Along with the reduction of the allocation DRBC requested the following:
· Leak detection program with an Annual Report
· Updated Emergency Drought Plan (G. Munn stated he would be sure it is up to date.)
· Borough to require applicants of new subdivisions/land development to submit their pollution discharge plans to the DRBC. This may need to be incorporated into the ordinance.
· Monitor the level of Well #4, #6 and #7.  The bid specs for Wells #6 and #7 addresses this requirement.  He asked B. Gallagher if Well #4 had the equipment to monitor the water level.  B. Gallagher stated that the materials were at the site and needed to be installed.  C. LaBarre will be directed to connect the pipe.

Bids for the Manganese Removal Project
MOTION made by G. Munn, seconded by J. Shoemaker to proceed and start advertising the bids for the manganese removal project on Wednesday, August 8, 2012.  Motion passed unanimously.

Water Tank Painting Deficiencies
Engineer Jones stated that due to moisture problems, condensation and high heat the paint job at the water tank was deficient.  The contractor acknowledges the problem areas and is requesting partial payment until they come back to repair the damages.  B. Buzzard asked if it was primed and what is the warranty.  D. Jones responded that it was primed and there was no warranty.  B. Buzzard stated that if they had followed the specs there would not have been a problem, but it looks like specs were not followed in some areas or not at all.  B. Buzzard felt that in order to protect the Borough’s interest the contractor should give the Borough a one year warranty. D. Jones stated that they had followed the procedure but the problems were the existing condition of moisture and condensation which are not ideal for painting.  J. Shoemaker stated that based on what the Engineer stated they did do the work according to specs and need to pay the employees and for the material used. D. Jones will review the Performance Bond, discuss payment and warranty with the contractor and get back to Council.  Council President W. MacWilliams will call a special meeting once the information is in.

Broad Street
B. Buzzard reported that he had reached out to Representative Brown about the lack of response on the Broad Street project. He had D. Jones provide Representative Brown’s office with the necessary information but has not heard anything back.  He will go back to the Representative. 

Ohrem - Dogwood
Engineer Jones reported that resident K. Ohrem contacted him about a drainage problem on Dogwood.  He visited the site and sees the drainage problem created with the neighboring property owner filling in the road for paving.  Council informed D. Jones that this is a private road. 

Village Study Kick-Off 
J. Shoemaker stated he had attended the meeting along with Council members E. DeLotto and S. Wilson who are the Council representatives of this Committee.  He explained that with the help of Boucher and James, specifically Stacy Yoder and Judy Goldstein, the Borough has been provided funding for a Village Study project.  Those in attendance, besides the three Council members and the lead members from B & J, were members of the Monroe County Planning Commission and S. Cooper.   J. Shoemaker explained the different aspects of the study, goals and objectives and action plan.  He announced the tentative Community Visioning Meeting on November 13, 2012 at the Presbyterian Church of the Mountain.  The purpose is for the community to come up with ideas to make this project more productive. He directed the Secretary to put this information in the newsletter.

Liberty Trail - Portland to DWG
S. Cooper gave an update on Study Committee and Public Meeting on the Portland to DWG Trail held in the Borough Hall on July 24th.  The goal is to determine the feasibility of completing a final section of the Liberty Trail between Portland and DWG. The study will show the economic impact of the proposed trail for these two communities. It would benefit businesses in Portland and DWG to upgrade the right-of-way with hiking and bicycling trails.  It was suggested that the Borough put this project on its 12 year TIPs.  In response to a resident’s question, she gave an explanation of what Trails to Rails meant. G. Munn noted that Cherry Valley Road is already used as a bike trail, Broad Street connects to the Welcome Center and now the Intermunicipal Trail.  If we had the money it could all be enhance and benefit the entire community. Council explained that the purpose is to have this plan in place so we can have an outcome.  It is not an overnight project but planning has to start.

Trail Town
S. Cooper is working on having DWG designated as a “Trail Town”.  She will report back at the next meeting. 

Zoning Officer’s Report
Zoning Officer L. Freshcorn informed Council about his communication with the Gongs and their attorney.  He asked to discuss the letter on the agenda from DRJTBC regarding zoning of garage addition and vacating Delaware Avenue in Executive Session.

	Brian A. Caufield - Planning Commission
	MOTION made by W. MacWilliams, seconded by J. Shoemaker to accept, with regret,  Brian A. Caufield letter of resignation from the Planning Commission.  Motion passed unanimously.

	Municipal Authority - Water Shutoff
MOTION made by G. Munn, seconded by B. B. to authorize the Municipal Authority request to shut off water of the residents listed on the letter.  Motion passed unanimously.

Seitz Bros. Exterminating, Inc.
The Board will not take the opportunity from Seitz Bros. Exterminating, Inc for a 5% savings if services are paid in advance.

Solar Electric Panels 
	Resident R.  Rezny asked if the Borough regulated solar electric panels on roof tops.  L. Freshcorn stated that there was an ordinance adopted and he would research it.  B. Buzzard stated that if we did not we should get a few up to date ordinances to consider.

Trash
Resident A. Cridge informed the Council he had picked up trash just past the Deer Head.  It was oil and paint cans and there was no place to dump them.  G. Munn informed him that garages who change oil would take the oil.   It was not certain who would take the oil based paint.

Part-Time Police Officer
B. Buzzard announced that G. Munn, P. Farber and himself had interviewed applicants for the Part-time Police Officer position and had selected one.  He has forwarded the name to the Mayor and Police Chief for their review.  

Vacation
Superintendent B. Gallagher will be taking vacation starting August 17th through August 27th.





Borough Secretary / Treasurer
MOTION made by J. Shoemaker, seconded by G. Munn, to formally hire I. Hernandez as Borough Secretary/Treasurer based on her performance to date.  Motion passed unanimously.

CORRESPONDENCE:
Audubon Pennsylvania 2012 “State of the Kittatinny Ridge” report. Provides information about 
the Kittatinny Ridge and Appalachian Trial and tracks several indicators of its health.  
(Report is on the table.  If more needed please let Secretary know)

EXECUTIVE SESSION
MOTION made by G. Munn, seconded by B. Buzzard to go into Executive Session.  Motion passed unanimously.

MOTION made by J. Shoemaker, seconded by G. Munn to close Executive Session.  Motion passed unanimously.

DRJTBC
Council authorized Solicitor Weitzmann to write a letter to the DRJTBC asking for more information as to why the agency is exempt from local zoning review.

Multi-Use Ordinance
Council authorized Boucher & James, Inc. to assist Solicitor Weitzman by creating an amendment to Delaware Water Gap's Zoning Ordinance for Multiple Uses. 

Planning Commission
MOTION made by W. MacWilliams, seconded by J. Shoemaker to appoint R. Snow to the Planning Commission.  Motion passed unanimously.

Council Meeting
Due to Labor Day following on Council’s regular meeting night, Solicitor Weitzmann will advertise the change of date to September 10, 2012.   

Adjournment
MOTION made by B. Buzzard, seconded by G. Munn to adjourn the meeting at approximately 9:15 p.m.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Respectfully submitted

Ileana Hernandez
Borough Secretary/Treasurer



NEXT MEETING: September 10, 2012
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