	
BOROUGH OF DELAWARE WATER GAP
MONTHLY COUNCIL MEETING
February 6, 2012

The regular monthly meeting of the Borough Council of Delaware Water Gap was held in the Francis (Casey) Drake municipal building on Monday, February 6, 2012.
Council members present: President Wayne MacWilliams, Vice President Bill Buzzard, Elvi DeLotto, Jack Shoemaker, Susan Wilson and Philip Farber. Also present Solicitor Todd Weitzmann & Engineer David Jones.

Key of Terms:
President Wayne MacWilliams – WMW		Philip Farber – PF				Borough Secretary/ Treasurer Johanna Moreo - JM	
Vice President Bill Buzzard – BB			George Munn – GM				Superintendent Bob Gallagher - BG		
Jack Shoemaker – JS				Mayor Walt Conway – WC			Delaware Water Gap - DWG	
Susan Wilson – SW				Solicitor Todd Weitzmann – TW			Zoning Officer Larry Freshcorn - LF
Elvi DeLotto – ED				Engineer David Jones – DJ			
										
President Wayne MacWilliams called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm with the pledge of allegiance.  Bill inquired about the rate the zoning officer get paid?  Johanna replied that it was ½ of the permit application fee.  Bill Buzzard made a motion to accept the treasurer’s report, & pay the bills. Jack Shoemaker seconded it.  All in favor.  Bill Buzzard made a motion to accept the minutes from the previous meeting, Phil Farber seconded it.  All in favor.

Superintendent’s Report - Bob Gallagher reported that the ADA mats have been ordered and will be here tomorrow.  He needs good weather in order to break up the sidewalks and to pour concrete for the mats.  
He also reported on the meter readings, he stated that he cannot locate ~23 home owner’s meters.  He would like to send out letters to them requesting an appointment.  Bill Buzzard made a motion to send letters to the residents, Phil Farber seconded it.  All in favor.
Bob reported that he ordered 2 Foxtown Hill & 1 J. Wilson Drive sign from Reliable Signs.  He also requested a quote from him on house numbers for 100 orders; it would cost the resident $9.50 each.  He will call tomorrow to get a quote on 25-50; he feels that it would be under $20.00 each.  Sue Cooper stated that she purchased hers at Smithfield Township for $10.00 each.  Johanna will call Jackie to find out if the Borough could go through them.  Rich Matos stated that in Price Township they have their own machine and they are providing it to the residents for free.  Bill stated that DWG residents could go another township for them.
On a separate note, Jack stated that the Boro received a letter from PennDOT stating that they will be paving Boro streets beginning in April.  David has requested a meeting with DRJTBC, Julio will push to get a meeting with them.  Julio had made no commitments but understands the Boro’s dilemma.  If DJ does not hear back he may call at the end of the week for an update, he feels that having a copy of PennDOT’s schedule may be good ammunition to get them on board, JM will make a copy of it for him.

Engineer’s Report – Please refer to the Engineer’s report for further information.
· Broad Street - In progress, DRJTBC is anxious to close out all projects very interested in getting this done.
· Fairway - Todd will look into files to update Council; will talk to JM for Developer’s Agreement.
· Treatment Well Grant - Boro approved $165K from DCED to add to the $190K from the existing grant.  He ran some #’s and feels that it will be sufficient to go forward with the manganese removal. There are steps that need to be accomplished:
1) Receive clearance from the MA to discharge into their treatment plant the residual from the system.  Someone needs to spearhead that.
2) Bid Specs need to be done.
There are time constraints on this project - June 2012 is the deadline, the Boro should probably get an extension in light of the new grant.
Bill Buzzard made a motion to 1) attempt to extend the date for the original grant when the engineer feels comfortable 2) write a letter to the MA to ask permission, include documentation 3) visit a facility where they drink the water and 4) put it all into a bid.  Elvi DeLotto seconded it.  All in favor.
· Women’s Resources - Letter to release escrow.  JM stated that there was no escrow posted, she had already spoken to WR regarding this.
· Open Space Trails Grant - Plan of action with the issue of crossing the trestle bridge was discussed with the 2 solicitors, WMW, Brian Barrett and the board.    Todd stated that he was in contact in contact with Ron Karrasic but he recently had a death in the family & he hasn’t been in the office.  In the meantime, he did research the legal issue; it all depends on the configuration of the property.  Ron had ordered a title search of the property (Gateway Abstract); he needs to be in contact with him to discuss it further.  The legal issues he will discuss in Executive Session.
DJ stated that during the 2nd half of the meeting was with Julio to go over the project status, change orders (gate, infrastructure, metal netting).  DRJTBC is ok with the change orders until it goes over the budget figures, they don’t have any money left for projects.  BB restated that the Boro’s plan is not to put any $ into the project.  He doesn’t think the Boro should spend one dime more than what was allocated.  DJ stated that the gate and the netting around it will probably cost ~$9K.  He also stated that Smithfield has advanced $350K to get the project started, and they are not waiting to be reimbursed.
· Adam’s Outdoor - BG hauled 2 more loads of dirt that they brought & leveled it.
· Main/ Broad Street curbing - waiting to have a meeting with DRJTBC.
· Floodplain - TW will cover it.
· DRBC - renewal dockets with well want to make sure Boro was aware that they want to reduce the water allocation 15M to 11M/ day. (Refer to B&J letter).  They also want to know who is on the Borough water supply but not on sewer.  PF stated that this has to go to Craig the water operator to review.  DJ will talk to Craig & GM.

Mayor’s Report - Mayor not in attendance & Chief had nothing to report.

Zoning Update - refer to Zoning Officer’s report for further details.  	
· Larry Freshcorn not in attendance, JM reported that he received documents from Gong’s attorney.  LF doesn’t believe that is sufficient, he is asking Council for guidance.  BB believes they need guidance from the solicitor.  TW will get the information from LF.  
· Garbage Ordinance - ED questions regarding this because of smaller businesses in town that do not have a dumpster.  SW stated that they need wording to address small businesses.  After some discussion it was decided to add language, revise it & resend it.  It will state up to & including 5 cans or less.

Old Business
1. Target Homes.
Bill Buzzard made a motion to not make any refunds unless draft language of how to refund the money, Phil Farber seconded it.  All in favor.
2. Martz.
BB question of lights shining onto resident’s property and 611, the fence was taken down; cars go across burm and onto highway.  Council decided to have LF send a cease & desist letter to them.
3. Water Ordinance.
Bill Buzzard moved to adopt the ordinance, Jack Shoemaker seconded it.  All in favor.
4. FEMA Floodplain.
TW & DJ review it.
5. Floodplain.
TW reported that at the PC meeting to discuss the floodplain ord contacted the DCED.  They are currently not up against a time period.  Monroe County PC is working on a notice to be used by municipalities to let residents know about changes.  After some discussion it was decided to wait for Monroe County PC to prepare the list of properties affected by flooding.
6. DWG Streetlights.
BB stated that the envelope still only has his recommendations.  ED stated she is not for turning off lights on Main Street because of the vandalism but she would like it turned off by her.  WMW stated he would like it turned off by him as well.




New Business
1. MA requesting shut-offs.
Phil Farber made a motion to proceed with shut-off, Susan Wilson seconded it.  All in favor.  

2. Berkheimer liaison.
Bill Buzzard made a motion to appoint Johanna Moreo as liaison, Phil Farber seconded it.  All in favor.  

3. MAP Grant.
Phil Farber made a motion to table the grant application until next month, to review, Jack Shoemaker seconded it.  All in favor.

Council wants BG to call the state to find out when/if they are milling the road and if they will pay for the sewer & drain boxes.

MEMO:
Storm expenses - FEMA denial, JM to contact Lou Barletta & let them know that in previous storms the Borough was reimbursed for storms, is there anything they can do.
Patriot Energy - Council agreed to a 12 month contract with them.

Committee Reports
PF & SW - nothing to report.
BB - mentioned a new website for communities/ small towns like Facebook, wondered if Chamber would be interested. ED stated she would bring it up at the next meeting.

Questions and Concerns of Citizens
	Sue Cooper stated that the Park Comm. is working very hard and she knows that it would be very difficult for the Borough to take on any financial responsibilities, it would be just sad for DWG not to access the trail on own property, not to do this would be criminal.  She asked Council to keep an open mind.  BB stated that was why from the onset he stated that the Boro cannot put any $ into this project, the Boro just cannot afford it.
	Mr. Claeys wondered if a 20% water increase was normal.  PF replied that it is due to fixing the tank on the hill it will cost $35K.  BB stated that it had been 12-13 years since the water rate was increased.

Jack Shoemaker made a motion to adjourn to Executive Session. Phil Farber seconded it.  All in favor.

Respectfully Submitted,					


Johanna Moreo, Secretary/ Treasurer	
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