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Council Meeting
49 Main Street
Delaware Water Gap, PA 18327

June 4, 2012


The regular monthly meeting of the Borough Council of Delaware Water Gap was held in the Francis (Casey) Drake municipal building on Monday, June 4, 2012.  Mayor Walter Conway was present.  Council members present: President Wayne MacWilliams, Vice President Bill Buzzard, George Munn, Elvi DeLotto, Jack Shoemaker, and Susan Wilson. Also present Solicitor Todd Weitzmann and Engineer David Jones. 										
President Wayne MacWilliams called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm with the Pledge of Allegiance.   MOTION made by G. Munn seconded by J. Shoemaker, to accept the May 7, 2012 minutes as presented. Motion passed unanimously.  MOTION made by B. Buzzard, seconded G. Munn to accept the Treasurer’s report & pay the bills. Motion passed unanimously.  

Superintendent’s Report
Superintendent Gallagher was not in attendance.

Engineer’s Report  
Engineer David Jones addressed the following:

· Adams Sign - D. Jones will perform a site inspection and report back to the Zoning Officer.  Ten trees were to be planted, eight on top of the berm and two towards the back area.

· Broad Street Sidewalk/Ramp Repair - D. Jones explained this job was basically done. There were two ramps which the Borough had agreed to fix.  The other ramps were already approved. He will check his file against the list of outstanding issues sited by the PennDOT inspector.

· Manganese and Iron System for Wells 6 &7 - Approval has been received and the Borough is waiting for the executed contract.  Since there is a tentative agreement the Borough could start with the bid process.  Council felt it would be best to wait until the paper work is received before proceeding.   G. Munn will arrange meeting with the Municipal Authority to discuss putting the backwash waters from the manganese removal system into the sewer system.   Solicitor Weitzmann and Engineer Jones agreed that the project is covered under Prevailing Wage Act.

· Water Storage Tank - Bolts have been tightened and all leaks are stopped.  Contractor will be wire brushing the tank and once there is dry weather will start the painting. The color agreed on is the grey tone referred to as Zephyr (SW 4020 LRV 63%) in Sherwin Williams’s protective & marine coatings Color System the 4000 series.

· DRBC - Borough’s Water Withdrawal Allocation - D. Jones explained that the Borough had been allocated the use of 15.5 million gallons per 30 day period and the DRBC wants to change it to 11 million gallons per 30 day.  The highest reporting from Operator LaBarre is 10.7 million gallons per day.  Council agreed it would probably be best to accept the allocation with reservation. MOTION made by G. Munn, seconded by J. Shoemaker to have D. Jones write a letter to DRBC that the Borough would like to maintain the 15.5 million gallons per 30 day period but realizes that the use has decreased due to losing large industrial user, and will accept the 11 million gallons per 30 day with reservation.  The Borough will continue to work towards attracting industries and looks forward to DRBCs cooperation should more gallon usage be needed in the future.  Motion passed unanimously.   G. Munn said it was important to note that modern industries use less water today.  


· Inter-municipal River Trail Project (deed update) - D. Jones reported that J. Tresslar did a quick evaluation of deeds in the court books and it did not provide any good news.  Every transaction J. Tresslar reviewed prohibited the landowners from crossing the line.  The Borough either terminates at this point or considers the “Hold Harmless Clause”.  Solicitor Weitzmann stated it would be difficult to go with a “Hold Harmless Clause” since the Borough is not in control of the negligence.  S. Cooper offered information that the contractor realized the wood under the trestle cannot be touched therefore they cannot go forward with the stepping stone aspect of the plan.  S. Copper reported that there was discussion to extend a loop, at no extra charge, from the end of the soccer field to the water.  The parking space is still needed even if the trail does not go through the Borough.  Council would like grant money used to clean up the area where the fallen trees were discarded

· Main & Broad Street - D. Jones will attend the June 11, 2012 Preconstruction Conference for the Penn Dot paving project scheduled for this summer to start at 11:30 a.m. at the District 5-0 Office.  Council discussed the drainage problem below the War Memorial caused by the spring (Main & Shepard).  J. Shoemaker stated that it has been brought to Penn DOTs attention at prior meetings.  D. Jones was asked to address this at the meeting with Penn DOT. 

MAYORS REPORT
The Mayor met with the police department.  He expressed concerns regarding the number of traffic tickets and spoke to them about adding more days for truck inspections.  

He also spoke with Stroudsburg Mayor about the Regional Police.  A new contract is being negotiated that will include ability of officers working for other departments, but the contract will not be signed until December.  Stroudsburg Mayor also stated that they had trouble getting their officers to work overtime and they are paying forty dollars an hour.  

He spoke with the State Police Lieutenant at Swiftwater who informed him the Borough could still do inspection at the DRJTBC Bridge which is on our property and under our protection. Borough Police Officers will work independently checking for log sheets, license, registration, brake lights and tires,  

ZONING UPDATE
Zoning Office Freshcorn was not in attendance. 

S. Wilson asked about the sign on the front lawn of Shepard House.  W. Conway asked why it couldn’t be taken down.  The Secretary informed the council that the Zoning Officer had sent letters to the property owner with no response.  Secretary was directed to find the variance granting the Shepard House to become a Bed and Breakfast.  The process will begin again, sending notice to the address on the sign and requesting the Police Department to hand deliver the violation letter to the property.

Garbage Ordinance #267
Solicitor Weitzmann will advertise for the July Council meeting a public hearing to consider for adoption the proposed amendment to the collection standards of Ordinance #267 Solid Waste Ordinance.

Municipal Authority list of shutoffs
MOTION by G. Munn, seconded by P. Farber to approve the list of shut-off procedure (A. Julian, Sr., J. Julian, R. Peros, S. Smith and J. Starinski) as provided by the DWGMA.  Motion passed unanimously.


M. Barzev / Doughboy
Council reviewed Mehmet Barzev, President of Doughboys of the Pocono, letter asking for exemption to his business garbage bill.  Council agreed that Section 5C of Ordinance #267 Solid Waste Ordinance addresses his business and Mr. Barzev should not be billed for garbage.  Mr. Barzev thanked the Board.

Monroe County Tax Committee
MOTION made by P. Farber, seconded by J. Shoemaker, to appoint the Borough Secretary/Treasurer delegate to Monroe County Tax Committee as per Act 32.   Motion passed unanimously.  

DRJTBC garage project
Council reviewed material provided by Brinjac Engineering for the DRJTBC garage project.  Brinjac is requesting approval and signature of the Sewage Planning Module Exemption for this project.   Council could not take action on this exemption since Brinjac needs to provide the DWGMA information on its proposed usage.  D. Jones will speak with District #3 Superintendent J. Pomager with regards to the Borough letter sent to the DRJTBC.  Council had agreed to   waive formal land development procedure but asked that plans be sent for engineer review.  The Bridge Commission was asked to confirm they will pay for Engineer’s time.  

MCBAA
Council reviewed the MC Board of Assessment Appeals list for December, January, February, March, April & May. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
G. Munn reported that the meter was installed at Glenwood and the manhole covers needs to be set.  Water tank is 
in progress and are waiting on the weather to begin painting.

Insurance
B. Buzzard reported that the 2012-2013 General Liability & Property policy had gone from $12,260 to $13,457 
due to reevaluation of real estate (hall, school house).  The Workers Comp was not renewed because of the 
DWGFDexperience, so we are in the State Workers Comp program at an increase of $2,149.  The payment for 
the first quarter of the workers comp is due in the amount of $4,909.00.  The insurance company will send 
someone to discuss safety issues with employees.

Use of Borough Building
Council agreed to resident S. Coopers request to use the Borough building for meeting to discuss the trails with 
P. Toome of Portland, PA.  The meeting will be held on Tuesday, July 24th at 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 pm and a public
 meeting at 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm.  B. Gallagher will be asked to close the building.  B. Buzzard said he could close
 if some calls to remind him of the meeting.

Awesom / R. Wescott
J. Shoemaker stated that he and E. DeLotto had attended services and paid respect to the family of Borough 
employee Ralph Wescott.  They both thought it would be appropriate to do something in his name.  MOTION 
made by J. Shoemaker, seconded by B.Buzzard, to donate One Hundred Dollars to AWSOM in Ralph Westcott’s 
name.  Motion passed unanimously.

ADJOURNMENT
MOTION made by P. Farber, seconded by S. Wilson to adjourn meeting at approximately 8:45 p.m.  Motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted

Ileana Hernandez, Secetary/Treasurer
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