	
BOROUGH OF DELAWARE WATER GAP
MONTHLY COUNCIL MEETING
May 7, 2012


The regular monthly meeting of the Borough Council of Delaware Water Gap was held in the Francis (Casey) Drake municipal building on Monday, May 7, 2012.  Mayor Walter Conway was present.  Council members present: President Wayne MacWilliams, Vice President Bill Buzzard, George Munn, Elvi DeLotto, Jack Shoemaker, and Susan Wilson. Also present Solicitor Todd Weitzmann and Engineer John Tressler sitting in for Engineer Jones who was attending the PSAT Convention.  Council member Phil Farber was excused.

										
President Wayne MacWilliams called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm with the Pledge of Allegiance.   MOTION made by  B. Buzzard, seconded by J. Shoemaker, to accept the April 2, 2012 minutes as presented. Motion passed unanimously.  MOTION made by G. Munn, seconded by E. DeLotto to accept the treasurer’s report & pay the bills. Motion passed unanimously.  

Superintendent’s Report - 
Superintendent Bob Gallagher provided Council with a copy of the May 2nd letter from Monroe County Emergency Preparedness Planner Maryellen Keegan recommending EMS Plans and Emergency Action Plans for Special Events. 

Engineer’s Report – Please refer to the Engineer’s report for further information.
· Broad Street - PennDOT inspected the repair to the handicapped ramp and Superintendent Gallagher is still waiting to hear from them.  Once the PennDOT paper work is completed the Borough should receive $11,000.00 for the project.

· Fairway - Solicitor Weitzman stated that Attorney Bill Robinson, who represents Fairway, is having his client purse litigation against the Bond company.  Once this is done Attorney Robinson will provide a written update to Solicitor Weitzman. 

· Manganese and Iron Treatment System for Wells 6 and 7 - Engineer Tressler reported that the letter requesting a one year extension along with the revised budget for the project was submitted to DCED. The paper work to be signed should be in soon from DCED.

· Woman’s Resource - It was again reported that the project is completed. Woman’s Resource Engineer needs to request release of escrow funds or Letter of Credit.  

· Open Space Trails Grant - Engineer Tressler, who also represents Smithfield Township, stated that he was personally going to research the original signed plans of the Lackawanna Rail Road to see if there was any fine print addressing the properties egress/ingress. Discussion ensued as to whether or not we can be kept from crossing.  After discussion, Solicitor Weitzmann along with Engineer Tressler will research and have a short memo for next meeting.

· Adam’s Outdoor - Engineer Tressler stated that an inspection should be conducted to confirm compliance with the plan.  Resident John Cridge, neighbor of one of the property owners involved, stated that not enough trees were planted alongside the house.  A site inspection will be scheduled.

· Curb and Sidewalk - Engineer Jones represented the Borough at the DRJTBC April 30th meeting in New Hope, PA.  He appealed to the DRJTCBC but the Bridge Commission denied the request.

· DRJTBC Garage Expansion - The letter prepared by Engineer Jones was sent to the DRJTBC informing them the Council took action at the April meeting to waive the Land Development Procedure for the proposed garage expansion.   Engineer suggested Council authorize Engineer and Solicitor to be involved with the negotiation on the plan review.

· Water Tank Painting Project - The following eight bids were opened on May 3, 2012 at 1:00 for the tightening of the bolts and painting of the water tank: 

	Derman Associates, LLC			$19,200.00
	Global Contracting & Painting		$49,000.00
	Hanahoe Painting				$61,200.00
	Minoan, Inc.					$73,700.00
	Postupak Painting				$52,000.00
	Southern Corrosion Inc.			$53,353.00
	Superior Industrial Maintenance Co		$97,545.00
	WorldWide Industries Corp			$24,800.00

MOTION made by J. Shoemaker, seconded by G. Munn, to award the bid to Derman Associates, LLC in the amount of $19,200.00.  Motion passed unanimously.

· Floodplain - Mayor Conway will give a report. 

· Strategic Plan - No updates

Mayor’s Report  

Floodplain - Mayor Conway reported he had spoken with the Planning Commission and Monroe County Conservation District regarding the floodplain map changes. Several residents on Cherry Valley Road want to appeal.  Based on his conversation with MCCD the Borough has to file the appeal.   Mayor Conway explained how the new floodplain maps are aerial making it much easier to determine location of the structures.  It was questioned as to what is the individuals responsibility and when does the Borough get involved.  Solicitor Weitzman will find out if the Borough is obligated to appeal and what authorizes the Borough to take on the expense of the appeal.  

Commercial Structures
Mayor Conway stated that any commercial structure doing renovation/conversions are required to obtain permits from Labor and Industry.   The Borough opted out and put the responsibility on the property owners.  The Borough is to get copies of the inspections done and the final Labor and Industry approval.  The copies must be kept in file since Labor and Industry can audit the Borough. 

DWGPD
He reported eight citations since the first of the year and would like to increase Truck Pull Over.  He requested an Executive Session.

Memorial Day Ceremony
Mayor Conway asked that all Council make every attempt to be present at the Memorial Day Ceremony to be held on May 28th at 9:00 am in front of the Post Office.  He requested the information be posted on the post office message board.



Ironman Triathlon
Police Chief May announced the meeting at the Monroe County Control Center on Saturday, May 12, 2012 at
 2:00 p.m. to discuss the Ironman Triathlon. He suggested anyone with concerns should attend.

J. Gong - Yea R. Young Church, Inc.
Council discussed the tax exemption hearing request by J .Gong, Yea R. Young Church Inc. scheduled for June 6th at 11:00 a.m.  Zoning Officer Freshcorn stated he was writing a letter advising the Monroe County Board of Assessment Appeals that this project has not been before the Planning Commission, permits have not been obtained for work done or completed.  Solicitor Weitzmann will see if a letter will be enough or if we have to be in attendance.  Discussion ensued as to how much of the building would be a church; will it have drug rehabilitation service; has it been recognized by the IRS.  Solicitor Weitzmann will get back to Council on the process.

R. Matos - Ordinance 267, Section 5B
Council reviewed R. Matos’s letter of April 17, 2012 regarding Ordinance 267, Section 5B and his understanding it had been decided that he could opt out of this ordinance.  The Council agreed that he was correct.  Mr. Matos was exempt from the garbage pickup fee as per the ordinance.  Zoning Officer Freshcorn will work with Solicitor Weitzmann on the propose changes to the garbage ordinance with requirements for smaller businesses.  The draft amendment will be forwarded to Council for review once the office receives it.

COTA
MOTION made by G. Munn, seconded by S. Wilson to approve the request from the COTA Board for the use of Borough property in DWG during this year’s 2012 COTA Jazz Festival, September 7th 8th and 9th.  Motion passed unanimously.

J Wilson
Council acknowledged the thank you letter from Jean Wilson and family for honoring J. Wilson by naming the J Wilson Drive after him.

WELL #4
G. Munn gave a report on Well #4.   The treatment tank on Well #4 took considerable work and expenses to the amount of $19,534.31.  The tank was not designed for the pressure it’s receiving but the Borough had no alternative at the time since it was based on directives from PADEP.   Well #7 will help relieve this problem. 

Swiftreach
Resident Sue Cooper was pleased that the notification system worked so well during the Boil Water Advisory and that the next day the Department of Agricultural was there to help with compliance.  The coordination was appreciated.

Borough Truck
J. Shoemaker asked B. Gallagher about the ditch on Kimberly.  They had both gone to look at it.  B. Gallagher stated that he needed a driver for one of the vehicles so the work could be done.  He is the only one allowed to drive Borough equipment at this time.  MOTION by B. Buzzard, seconded by G. Munn, that Ralph Wescott will be allowed to drive the Borough truck.  Motion passed unanimously.  A list will be created of who is approved to drive Borough equipment.

Rental Property
B. Buzzard read in the Borough magazine about a instituting a rental property inspection program. Mainly a property maintenance code that addressing smoke alarms, GFI receptacles and covers, operable windows and doors , mold, holes in the walls, etc. He asked if this could be revisited.



Tree
B. Buzzard commented on the new tree planted by the office.  He suggested that when one tree is planted another tree should be harvested.  He referred to the scrawny evergreen tree in front of the Post Office.  E. DeLotto asked that the stump be removed once the tree is cut.  It was stated it would cost to much to have the stump removed but it will be cut as short to the ground as possible.

Resolution for Berkheimer Liaison 
MOTION made by E. DeLotto, seconded by J. Shoemaker, to adopt the resolution appointing the Secretary/Treasurer as Borough liaison to Berkheimer.  Motion passed unanimously.

Questions and Concerns of Citizens

Park / Trail
S. Cooper reported that the meeting with the park volunteers had a fabulous turnout.  Everyone is excited and wants to see the project completed.  Since there is no money they are working on fund raisers.  E. DeLotto will be doing a dinner on July 9th or 16th with funds going towards the park.  Everyone is anxious to work on the trails.  They are willing to help B. Gallagher with any work that needs to be done there.  B. Gallagher only needs to contact S. Cooper and it will be set up.  They are looking for suggestions for naming of the trail.  S. Cooper stated that she would like to bring the meeting to DWG and ask if the building could be used. S. Cooper asked if the Borough would open a fund for the monies collected for the park. Solicitor Weitzmann will look into an inter-municipal agreement and about the Borough opening up an account for the funds.  It was noted that more grant monies were available for regional projects.

Water 
J. Benson of Cherry Valley Road asked about the water issue and what kind of contingency plan the Borough has in place.  It was explained a new well was being brought on line.  It will take much money to replace the lines that have been in place over 100 years.  The Borough is doing the best with what they have and is taking accountability.  Everything has been a collective effort and if Mr. Benson has the time they would be glad to sit with him and give him a history of the system.  Water Committee meetings are open to the public and he was invited to attend.

Martz Buses
Resident R. Wescott thanked Council for moving the buses.  Also thanked the Council for vote of confidence in allowing him to drive the Borough vehicles.

DWGFD
Fire Chief B. Miller provided Council with five month expense report and last year’s report.  This was the first year they ended in the red.  There are some issues that have to be addressed on how NJ is dispatching our fire department. Chief Miller reported 29 volunteers with 15 having completed the essential training. He asked if they could fill pools and G. Munn explained to the Chief that they had to go to the main drain for the water.  Secretary will check with B. Gallagher if there is FEMA money for the Fire Company.  The old garage doors were removed from in front of the fire building and he apologized for taking so long.  The company who installed the new doors will be coming back to correct some problems.  Council members extended offers to help in anyway and expressed how much they appreciate the work the volunteers did.  Chief Miller stated with regards to Bingo they are not receiving the contracted fee and it is not cost effective.  Martz Bus Company has offered to pay to use their parking lot at twenty-five dollars a week per space.  He was advised to speak with the Zoning Officer since it might need to be presented to the Planning Commission and Borough Council.  The Secretary will contact Monroe County for a copy of the 911 map for the Fire Chief.   Council will speak with the Chief regarding the workers comp insurance.

MOTION made by J. Shoemaker, seconded by E. DeLotto to go into an Executive Session.  Motion passed unanimously. 

Board went into Executive Session.  

MOTION made by S. Wilson, seconded by J. Shoemaker to close Executive Session.  Motion passed unanimously.

MOTION made by E. DeLotto seconded by B. Buzzard to set up the better of  the two computers in the police department room for B. Gallagher’s use. Motion passed unanimously.

MOTION made by G. Munn, seconded by B. Buzzard to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.


Respectfully Submitted,					


Ileana Hernández
Secretary/ Treasurer	
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